21 JUL 1996
Mohaned- Umo
DON' T USE UWNO LEADERS' NAMES, CONTESTANTS TOLD

JOHOR BAHARU, July 21 (Bernama) -- Umo secretary-general Datuk Mhamed
Rahmat today rem nded nmenbers contesting in party elections in October not
to use the names of the party president and deputy president to fish for
vot es.

The contestants should not seek to gain influence by doing that because
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mhave adopted a
neutral stance in the elections, he said.

The two party | eaders have infornmed himof their neutral stand, Mhaned
told reporters after opening the party's Pulai division del egates neeting
her e.

"They will not intervene or try to influence nmenbers on who to choose
especially for key posts |like vice-president, Youth | eader and Wanita
| eader," he said.

Mohaned said the decision by Dr Mahathir and Anwar to be neutral was
nost appropriate considering that they would remain as the party's
presi dent and deputy president until 1999.

Umo has left it entirely to the nmenbers to deci de who to choose as
Vi ce-presidents because it was an hotly di scussed i ssue and also to avoid
any di sintegration, he said.

On advertisenents in newspapers placed by nenbers, Mhanmed said the
party Suprenme Council had voiced its disapproval of the pactice, adding
that canpaigning for party posts had becone sinmlar to cigarette
adverti sements.

He said there was no need to resort to such practice as good and
capabl e | eaders woul d not need to enpl oy confusi ng net hods.

"The kanpung peopl e al ready know who's good and who's not. The nenbers
t oo have deci ded on who abuses power, indulges in noney politics and
bad- nout hs ot hers," he said.

Mohaned sai d Umo headquarters was happy with the conduct of del egates
meetings so far which had been peaceful.

He said the Suprenme Council had appointed an el ection comrttee under
the chai rmanshi p of Tan Sri Mist apha Jabar to conduct the Cctober
el ections, and expressed the hope that it would hold a neeting early next
month to di scuss el ection procedures.

Mohaned said the |list of nanes of contestants proposed for cceptance at
di vi sional neetings would be submtted to the conmttee.

The conmittee will then send official letters to the contestant who
must reply to indicate whether they agree to stay on as contestants or not.

"If there's anyone who wishised to pull out, he can do so after the
official offer letter to contest is issued by the headquaters in
Sept enber, " he added. -- BERNANA
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