16 JUN 1996
Sul ei man- Nasi r
NASI R CAN SUE MEDIA | F HE | S M SQUOTED

KUALA LUMPUR, June 16 (Bernama) -- Artiste M Nasir can sue the nedia
if he feels that he has been m squoted over his remark belittling Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, Deputy Information M nister Datuk
Sul ei man Mohaned sai d t oday.

"If Nasir is dissatisfied with the news report or feels he has been
m squot ed, he can al ways sue the newspapers,” he told reporters when
commenting on Nasir's denial on the remark over TV3 | ast night.

Asked whether the mnistry referred to Nasir over his remark before
banni ng his songs and filnms fromradio and television stations, he said it
was not necessary to consult himas all the newspapers have reported his
derogatory remark on Dr Mahathir

He said the ban was entirely based one nedia reports.

The Singapore-born artiste was reported to have made the renmark "Si apa
Mahat hir?" (who's Mahathir?) to a group of journalists during a rehearsa
of a poetry recital organised by Uusan Ml ayu at Ml aysia Touri st
Information Centre (Matic) at Jal an Anpang recently.

Nasir was reported to have made the remark after being asked to be
punctual for rehearsals as the Prine Mnister was the guest of honour at
t he functi on.

In SHAH ALAM Sel angor Umo Youth asked the state governnent to bar
Nasir from staging shows in the state to back the ban on his songs and
films.

State Umo Youth | eader Datuk Abdul Fatah |skandar said the action was
necessary to serve as a lesson to others frombelittling the country's
| eaders.

"Dr Mahathir has brought a lot of progress to the country being enjoyed
by the people including the singer hinself...even if he is not thankful to
Dr Mahathir, don't belittle him" he told reporters today.

He said the people woul d wel cone the ministry's decision as Ml aysi a
was not |acking in capable and talented artistes to be pronoted by radio
and tel evision stations.

He said such a derogatory remark on Dr Mahathir, who is well-known
wor | dwi de, shoul d not have cone froma singer as it would tarnish the inmage
of local artistes. -- BERNAMVA
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