31 AUG 1996
Mahat hi r- Nati onal Day
NATI ONAL DAY CELEBRATI ONS FOR ALL, SAYS MAHATHI R

KOTA KI NABALU, Aug 31 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmed sai d today the National Day cel ebration held in Sabah this
year, though in a way related to the Barisan Nasional, is truly neant for
al |l Mal aysi ans.

"I't has sonme relations with the BN success in Sabah because we have the
cooperation fromthe BN state government, in its preparation, and their
participation and contributions, " he told a press conference at the old
airport here before flying to Tawau on the east coast of the state.

"I hope the response to the National Day will not be viewed fromthe
political aspect, rather it rmust be regarded as a celebration for all the
peopl e, " he added.

He was al so confident that Sabah woul d progress on the same pace as any
other states if its political stability was saf eguarded.

Citing the vital nmulti-racial cooperation as a pre-condition for
political stability, he said: "If there is a certain group exploitng the
racial feelings, and giving priority only to one group, political stability
will be affected.”

Dr Mahat hir added that economic progress would al so contribute towards
enhanci ng the people's unity and the feeling of nationalism apart from
ot her factors.

Meanwhi | e, the National Day O ganising Comittee Chairnman Datuk
Sabbaruddi n Chik said he was satisfied with the overall presentation being
held in Sabah, for the first tine.

"I amsatisfied with the event today, and the fine weather conpared
with all the previous three rehearsals held earlier in hot weather," he
told reporters at the Kota Kinabalu International Airport here.

He said all the events in today's two and a hal f-hour programme,
begi nning at 7 a.m, had gone on snoothly.

More than 12,000 people took part in the various events of the
cel ebration, like the gymmastic display at the padang, w tnessed by 25, 000
spectators fromall over the country.

Sabbaruddin who is also the Culture, Arts and Tourism M nster, said
future National Day cel ebrations would be held outside Kuala Lunpur once in
three years, and the next venue outside Kuala Lunmpur would be in Pul au
Pi nang in 1999.
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