14 NOV 1996
NATI ONAL HORSE SALE EXPECTED TO FETCH MORE THAN RML. 3 MLN

By: M chael Raj

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 14 (Bernama) -- The Fifth National Premier Sal e of
t hor oughbred horses to be held here tonorrow is expected to rake in no | ess
than RML.3 million in sales, says the chairman of the Totalisator Board of
Mal aysia, Tan Sri V. Jeyarat nam

Some 47 thoroughbred horses bred at the National Stud Farm (NSF) at
Tanj ong Ranbutan in Perak would go on sale in what is surely a reflection
of the young but fast-grow ng donestic horse-breeding i ndustry, he told
Ber nana here.

At |ast year's sale, 38 horses were sold at an average price of
RMB4, 000 per horse, chal king up an inpressive total of over RML.3 million
in sales, while nore than 500 horses have been sold since its first sale in
1973.

"Judging fromthe overall quality and type of horses on offer this year
whi ch have shown trenendous i nprovenent, we are expecting good response for
this year's sale to be held at the Sel angor Turf Cub (STC) in Sunge
Besi," he added.

Owmed by the Totalisator Board, the 48-hectare NSF i s managed by Pan
Mal aysi an Pool s Sdn Bhd, which is a wholly-owned subsi dary of investnent
hol di ng public-listed conpany Tanjong plc.

The board, which is the regulatory body for totes (betting), has given
the exclusive rights to Pan Ml aysi an Pool s to manage totes in Ml aysi a,
whil e races are organi sed by the Ml ayan Raci ng Associ ati on.

Jeyaratnamsaid this year's events holds a special significance as it
is being held in conjunction with the STC s 100t h anni versary, another
m | estone that the country's racing industry has grown by | eaps and bounds.

He said it was significant that the racing industry was now augment ed
by its own breeding industry, thanks to nore than 26 years of hard work put
in by the NSF in breedi ng Mal aysi an t hor oughbr eds.

To be conducted by | eading Australian auctioneers, Wlliamlinglis &
Sons Ltd, potential buyers can | ook forward to buying the best |oca
t hor oughbreds, based on their |ineage.

Al t hough it has been over 100 years since horses were first introduced
in Mal aysi a, Jeyaretnamsaid the horse-breeding i ndustry, or otherw se
known as the equine industry, was still relatively young in the country and
was not fully exploited.

"There is great potential for further devel opnent in thoroughbred
raci ng, breeding, equestrian sports as well as for recreational purposes,"
he sai d.

He al so said the devel opnent of the equine industry as an economc
activity could lead to a host of spinoffs in the areas of equi ne-rel ated
products and servi ces.

"Wth the increasing affluence of Ml aysi ans and about 30 riding
schools in the country, nore people are now able to afford and are
i ncreasingly keen to take up horse riding as a formof recreation," he
added.

Both Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Mhamed and his deputy,

Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahim are avid horse |overs, said Jeyaretnam

He said that although horse racing and pol o were anong the earli est
equine activities introduced in this country, there was definitely an
i ncreasi ng demand for non-racing activities especially in the equestrian
sports as well as pleasure riding.



He al so said the significant growth in recent years could be attributed
to the setting up of the Mal aysian Equi ne Council (MEC) whose key rol e was
to ensure that the pronotion of the equine industry took on a nore
structured note as well as a professional approach

Some of its activities include training and devel opment of equestrian
prof essi onal s, sponsorshi ps and support for equestrian conpetitions,
establishing riding facilities, and organi sing publicity and pronotion
activities.

To make owni ng Mal aysi an-bred horses a rewardi ng i nvestnent, he said
new i ncentives were being introduced for graduates of the National Premer
Sal e.

Prize nonies to the tune of well over RWZ00, 000 are being offered for
wi nners of NSF-sponsored races.

Jeyaratnam al so said that in the long term there were plans for
Mal aysia to sell its thoroughbreds, at least in a nodest way initially, to
countries such as Thail and, Canmbodi a and Vi etnam -- BERNAMA
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