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NSC- Wr kers (News Focus)
NATI ONAL SECURI TY COUNCI L TO DI SCUSS | MM GRANT WORKER PROBLEM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 16 (Bernama) -- When the National Security Counci
(NSC) neets tonorrow, the issue of foreign workers creating a host of
social problems in the country will feature promnently on the agenda.

Statistics showthat there are 1.5 mllion foreigners working legally
in the country but this nunber is matched by those who entered the country
illegally to work

Initially the country had to grapple with illegal entries by
foreigners, only to be foll owed by the probl em of comunicabl e di seases
and, lately, the issue of inmgrant workers marrying | ocals out of
conveni ence.

"From before | have rem nded the people of the social problemthat wll
beset this country if we are too dependent on foreign workers. At that tine
there was no problemyet but it has becone a problemnow," Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said after chairing the Umo Suprene Counci
meeting | ast Cct 4.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said the Suprene Council viewed
seriously the social problens created by the entry of foreign workers, and
he, as the NSC chairman, would raise the natter at the neeting.

He said the NSC woul d di scuss the possibility of reducing the
recrui tment of foreign workers, especially Bangl adeshi s.

At the recent Umo Ceneral Assenbly, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimsaid the country still needed foreign workers to neet its
| abour requirenments in several sectors.

When wi nding up the debate on the final day of the assenbly on Cct 12,
Anwar, who is Umo deputy president, said the governnent was aware of the
soci al problenms that had ari sen and woul d take specific actions to overcone
them

"Exi sting workers should be given training and people who are lazy to
wor k shoul d be encouraged to work," he said when commenting on the attitude
of some | ocal peopl e whose tendency to choose jobs had resulted in work
shunned by themfalling into the hands of foreigners.

Deputy Honme M ni ster Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayob said Ml aysia only
needed foreign workers who abided by the set conditions |ike not marrying
the | ocal s.

"W pick only those who are prepared to work hard, who come here to
make a living, to have sone property and who are healthy. Those who don't
abi de by our conditions have to be sent back,"” he said in the "Dari Hati ke
Hati " programme over TV3 this norning.

He sai d Mal aysi a woul d not have any probl em | ooking for other foreign
wor kers because there were many waiting for a chance to work in this
country.

On the government's ban on non-professional foreign workers marrying
the locals, he said: "No doubt, finding one's match is in God's hands but
the problemis that we have told all the foreign workers given the work
permts that they cannot marry and they signed the agreenent.”

"So when they do sonething that contravenes what they have agreed to,
we have to act to cancel their permits," he said.

However, he gave an assurance that the council would consider al
factors before maki ng any decision on the future of foreign workers in this
country. -- BERNAMA
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