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NCCl M SUPPORTS GOVERNMENT STAND AT WO

KUALA LUVPUR, Dec 16 (Bernama) -- The National Chanber of Commerce and
I ndustry of Mal aysia (NCCIM has expressed support for the governnment's
stand at the recent World Trade Organi sation Mnisterial Meeting in
Si ngapore in rejecting the disguised protectioni smadvocated by the
devel oped countri es.

NCCl M president Tan Sri Yahya Ahnmad said tonight that the devel oped
nations had tried to Iink various contentious issues, including |abour
st andards, governnent procurenent procedures, investnent rules and
conpetition rules to trade

On the Information Technol ogy Agreenent (I TA), he said Ml aysia, a
maj or exporter and inporter of |IT products, had refleceted its sel fl essness
towards the najority econom es by pursuing the opinions and rights of
devel opi ng and | east-devel oped countries in determining their inmport
tariffs on I T products.

The NCCI M al so | auded the position taken by Prinme M nister by Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad at the Asia-Pacific Econonic Cooperation (APEC)
forumin Manila, which has protected not only Ml aysia's econom ¢ and trade
interests but also those of other devel opi ng econom es, Yahya said at the
NCCl M and Mal aysi a | ncorporated di nner at a hotel here.

Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali attended
t he di nner.

The NCCl M was confident that the strategies spelt out in the Second
I ndustrial Master Plan would rapidly transformthe industrial sector into a
sector with a broader base and greater sophistication, Yahya said.

He expressed the chanber's appreciation and gratitude to the governnent
for providing a very conduci ve environnent for the private sector and
busi ness comunity to grow and prosper.

"We are fortunate to have a very stable governnent, along with a
Vi si onary pro-busi ness | eadershi p and hi ghly dynamni ¢ economi ¢ progranmes,
whi ch has provided us the basic paraneters for our country to continuously
devel op," he said.

Later, Dr Mahathir presented prizes to the winners of yesterday's
Mal aysi a | ncor porated Golf Tournanent between the private and the public
sectors.

It was won by the public sector.

Four Lotus cars put up as prizes for hole-in-one achievenents in the
gol f tournanent were given to Bakti because there were no w nners.

Siti Hasmah, who is Bakti chairperson, received a Lotus car from Yahya
to synbolise the acceptance

She al so recei ved a RMLOO, 000 cheque for the Bakti buil ding, which was
presented by Chief Secretary to the Governnment Datuk Abdul HalimAli, the
t our nament organi si ng chai rman. -- BERNAMA
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