26 OCT 1996
NCWO- Menor andum
NCWO W LL SUBM T MEMORANDUM ON POLYGAMY TO PM

PETALI NG JAYA, Cct 26 (Bernama) -- The National Council of Wnen
Organi sations (NCWD) will submt a nenorandumto the Prime Mnister over
its reservation on the amendment to the Sel angor Islanmic Fam |y Enactnent
allowing men to take another wife without witten perm ssion fromthe first
wife.

Its president, Datin Paduka Hajjah Zal eha Ismail said the nmenorandum
has al ready been conpleted and the NCWD is only waiting for a date to
submit it to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

Zal eha, who is also National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent M ni ster,
however declined to el aborate on the contents of the nmenorandum sayi ng t hat
it contained the views of the NCWD regarding the matter.

"The NCWO believes that the Prime Mnister who is sensitive to the
soci al devel opnent of wonen will take appropriate action," she told
reporters after chairing a neeting of the NCWD, here today.

Asked whet her the nenmorandumwas a form of protest, she said: "I am not
saying it is a protest but rather dissatisfaction with the matter and fear
about its inplications on wonen."

She said, at the neeting, the NCWO al so agreed to set up a commttee to
find out the nunber of wonen in the country who narried foreign workers to
be submtted to the governnent.

The NCWO al so t hanked Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfor the
1997 Budget which was tabl ed yesterday which was sensitive to the
devel opnment of wonen, she added.

She said the 1997 Budget approved an allocation of RV6O million for the
devel oprment of wonen and RVb2 million for the fanmily institution. --
BERNAMA
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