14 FEB 1996
| sa- audi t
NEGERI SEMBI LAN ACTS TO | NCREASE LOCAL CONTENT | N PRQIECTS

SEREMBAN, Feb 14 (Bernama) -- Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhamed | sa Abdu
Samad said all Negeri Senbilan state agenci es and st at e-owned conpani es
have been directed to give priority to |l ocal content usage in their
pr oj ect s.

He said this decision was reached at the State Exco neeting today and
woul d be enforced as soon as possible.

"The state governnent will also ask the Negeri Senbilan Industri al
Li ai son Conmittee (NSILC) to encourage factories in the state to use |oca
mat erial s or conponents for their products,"” he said.

He told reporters this after witnessing the signing of a carpark
privatisation agreement between the Serenban Minicipal Council and Norm s
Par ki ng Sdn Bhd here.

Yesterday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said an audit
on all major projects by both the public and private sectors would be held
to increase local content and decrease inports to check the country's
current account deficit.

"Anmong state governnent agencies currently involved in nmajor projects
is the Negeri Senbilan State Devel opment Corporation (NSSDC) which is
buil ding a cenent plant in Kuala Jenpol on a joint venture basis," he said.

Mohaned | sa said the State Financial Oficer would be asked to hold
di scussions with NSSDC s project partner, Negeri Senbilan Cenent |ndustries
Sdn Bhd, to reduce the inport of nmaterials for building works and the
factory's operati ons.

Privat e conpani es undertaki ng maj or devel opnent projects |ike the
Bandar Baru Nl ai and hi gher education centre in Pajamwould al so be asked
to give priority to local content, he added. -- Bernama
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