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NEW ASI AN HEGEMONI SM | S A M RAGE, SAYS MAHATHI R

By: Van A Hul ai m

THE HAGUE, Dec 3 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanmad has
di sm ssed the notion of Asian hegenony in the next millenniumas a "mnrage
wr apped i n incredibl e arrogance”.

The Prime M nister said many people, especially fromAsia, believed
that the next century would be the century of Asia, which will "inherit the
future, will domi nate the world".

Thi s woul d not happen, nor should Asians aspire towards this new
hegenoni sm because the age of inperialismand hegenony had passed and
their burial rmust be celebrated, he said in a keynote address at the d oba
Panel conference here today.

The conference, which this year focuses on Mal aysia, is attended by
political and business | eaders.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here yesterday with a del egation of officials
and business leaders, will stay in Holland for a three-day visit before
proceedi ng to Saudi Arabia on Dec 5.

H s programme here will include a visit to the ailing Fokker aeropl ane
conpany, the solar energy centre and the road vehicles institute of the
Net her| ands Organi sation of Applied Scientific Research, and the port of
Rot t er dam

He will also hold talks with Dutch Prinme M nister Wm Kok and have an
audi ence wi th Queen Beatri x.

After giving his keynote address at the d obal Panel today, he had a
meeting with the Crown Prince of Jordan Prince Hassan Talal, who al so
addressed the conference, at the nearby Kurhaus hotel.

Dr Mahathir said a new century was now possible for the first tine when
no single nation, people or region would inherit the future which should be
built on the basis of a coormonwealth to bring prosperity for all

Re-inventing a phrase by Adam Smith, whose book "The Walth of Nations"
was regarded as the foundati on of nodern econonics, he said the key to the
attai nnent of this goal was a m nd-shift towards thinking in terns of the
"invisible shoul der".

"Just as Adam Smith stressed one single factor, the "invisible hand',
in the process by which nations create wealth, let ne stress one single
m nd-shift in prescribing the neans by which the gl obal comonweal th
speak of can be actively pursued. Let nme call this the "invisible
shoul der'," he sai d.

Manki nd, he said, had | ong been in the grips of a basically "beggar thy
nei ghbour" m ndset.

"I's this unrealistic idealisn? If this is (so), come to our region to
see how unrealistic we are. W persevere because we have seen the wonders
wor ked by this invisible shoul der in East Asia.

"Al'l have risen with the rising East Asian economc tide. And we, even
the tiger cubs, are going abroad, to places which Western soci ali sm had
destroyed, to put our shoulders to the wheels and to achi eve the sane
"unrealistic' mracles."”

He defined the quality to make possible the "rising tide of dynanism
and prosperity" as reasonably enlightened self-interest conming froma
rationality that is able to see slightly beyond the end of one's nose, from
alittle bit of courage and | eadership in doing what they know t hey nust.

He said that by speaking against the "Asian century" he did not nean
that Asia was not rising or should not rise, but that this prosperity was



to be shared by all for the benefit of the world.

He said foreign investnments were needed and only the blind and the
foolish woul d not know that the process of learning fromthe Wst woul d be
conti nui ng.

Asia, he said, had witnessed a fundamental cultural shift and had
redi scovered its self worth after centuries of Western dom nance

Describing this new spirit, he said: "For the first tine in world
hi story, there is a sense of regional consciousness rising in East Asia and
a sense of Asian pride rising throughout nost of Asia.

"There has been a fundanental change in capability and enpower nent.
There has al so been a fundanental change in heart and mind."

He said nmany predictions made by experts on Asia had proven wong, from
the pessim smabout the ability of the new emergi ng economes to continue
at such sizzling speeds over such a long tinme w thout |osing steamor
col l apsing fromsheer exhaustion, to the dire prediction by "l earned"
Western journalists that Southeast Asian dom noes would fall one by one as
soon as Vietnamfell

"As recently as 1980, just 16 years ago, the total regional GDP (gross
donestic product) of the East Asian regional econonmy ampbunted to | ess than
two thirds of the regional GDP of Western Europe or of North Anerica.

"By 1990, East Asia as a region was already three quarters the size of
West ern Europe and of North Anmerica. There now appears to be an
over poweri ng consensus that by the year 2000, all three regi onal econom es
will be roughly the sane size," he said.

There were many who now believed that by 2030, the regional econony of
East Asia would be the size of Western Europe and Northern Anmerica put
t oget her, he added.

Dr Mahathir then gave further predictions fromauthoritative bodies
about the exponential growth of the East Asian econoni es.

The | M- predicted that in the 1990s, US$5.7 trillion would be added to
the gross world product of goods and services, half would be produced by
East Asi a.

The European Union believed that half of the growh of world trade up
to the year 2000 woul d be generated in East Asia, and that 300 million East
Asi ans woul d by then have an average di sposable income as high -- if not
hi gher -- than their European or United States counterparts.

"Can it be any surprise that for someti ne now Europe has been exporting
dramatically nore to East Asia than to the United States and the United
States has been exporting dramatically nore to East Asia than to Europe?

"Is it any surprise if even Japan exports nore to the rest of East Asia
than it does to either Europe or the United States?

"As a matter of interest, the US exports nore to ny small country of 20
mllion consunmers than to the whol e of eastern Europe and Russia. To the
US, interms of exports, we are roughly three tinmes the size of Russia."

In place of the "Asian Century" which was not about to happen, Dr
Mahat hir said he saw a better, nuch nore preferable, scenario in the
econom ¢ real m

This scenario included Europe's rediscovery of its enornous dynam sm
Anerica's economc rel aunch based on its incredible enterprise and
conpetitiveness, the rise of Asia "springing fromits unbounded hunan
resources, capacity for hard work and superhuman effort when notivated",
and the devel opnment of the vast resources of Africa by the Africans and the
whol e wor | d.

This new scenario for a better world also neant that they would drop
what he called "the silly confrontations inherited fromthe Crusades".

"Stop associating Islamwith terrorismfor we all know that Christians,
Jews and Buddhi sts have bl own up nore buil dings and killed nore peopl e than



Musl i ns.

"l ndeed, the nethods and neans of terror have all been invented in
Europe and Anerica. The crusade of the future nust be the crusade to nend
and to rebuild," he said. -- BERNAVA
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