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NEW DEVI CE FOR SAFE PASSAGE TO MANHOCOD
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KUALA LUMPUR: Circuncti sion had | ong been argued as a way of preventing
cancer to the nmale organ and the cervix (neck of the uterus) of the sexua
partner and probably to prevent venereal diseases.

However, there is no solid evidence to support the argunents.

In the old days, circuntisions were perforned by barbers using tools of
their trade wi thout nmuch regard for aseptic procedures.

That has changed. G rcuntisions are now conducted in operating theatres
of hospitals and clinics.

The comon denominator in these surgeries is the way the foreskinis
sni pped away or "invasive surgery". The open wound, in the absence of the
usual aseptic procedures, creates risks of pathogenic contam nation.

For a 10-year-old, Arief is nervous, thinking of the day when he has to
undergo the ritual of circuntision. Tales of pain and bl ood cl ouds his nind
as he takes the steps leading to his acceptance to manhood in an Islamc
soci ety.

But today, Arief can look forward to the passage to nanhood wi t hout
much to fear as technol ogi cal advances enable himto undergo it with a new
surgi cal device known as Tara KLanp Circunti si on Di sposabl e devi ce.

The device utilises the concept of tissue rejection that promi ses no
bl ood, stitches or bandages and reduces a 30-m nute procedure to five
m nut es, enabling soneone who has been circuntised to put back his trousers
i medi ately and carry on with life.

The non-invasive techniques or nature of the device is ained at
renoving the factors of risk and vulnerability to infection during
ci rcunci si on.

The di sposabl e devi ce which had been tested successfully locally and
abroad is nade avail able to those desiring circuntision irregardl ess of
age.
The "clanp and cut” nethod of the device will not only nake the
circuntision safer and easier but it also takes away the pain of it as
well. The end product is a neat and even cut result.

The pre-sterilized di sposabl e device which cones in different sizes, is
meant for single use only and thereby mnimsing the risk of HV infection.
The inventor of this device is Dr T. @urcharan Singh, now chairmn of

Taranmedi ¢ Cor poration Sdn Bhd. He took 20 years of intensive research,
partly ai ded by a Mal aysi an Governnent research grant of RML63, 000 to find
a safer alternative nmethod for circuntision.

Referring to the | abel of the device, he says it alludes to the fact
that the device is the first known non-invasive circuntision techni que
i ntroduced by a Mal aysi an

More exciting to himnow is business prospects; enquiries from abroad
meant that it would nmake its way across the Ml aysi an borders after being
introduced into the local nedical circles about a year ago.

Soon to be manufactured at Taman Teknol ogi in Kual a Lunmpur, the device
is made at affordable prices. Plans are in the pipeline to set up a centre
at Taman Teknol ogi to train paranmedi cs and doctors on the usage of the
devi ce.

Dr Gurcharan Singh gives the assurance that the device is sinple, that
even "Tok Mudimt' can use it with ease, with mninmal training.

Looki ng back, he says it started in 1973 at his private clinic in Kuala
Kangsar when he treated many cases of penile inflammtion and infection



resulting of circuntision badly performed el sewhere.

"They had cone to ne to get 'fixed , these young boys with infections
of the nost grotesque and appalling nature,” he recalls.

He believes problens |ike infections and bl eeding continue to occur
because in all the circuntision nmethods invented so far, the surgery is of
i nvasi ve type

Horrified by the frequency of the bl otched cases, he felt that there
had to be a sinple solution and set out to look for it. He wapped his
clinic in Kuala Kangsar in 1983 and then noved to Kual a Lunpur to enbark on
his research and years later, nature gracefully provided the answer and the
solution lay in non-invasive mnet hodol ogy.

He says the device was first unveiled to the Ml aysian public at the
M NDEX/ | NNOTEX ' 95, and it won hima bronze for his innovative approach to
a practical procedure.

Being cited as the final frontier in circuntision technique, Dr
@urcharan Singh recalls Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
congratul ati ng hi mand encouraging himto "Go For It."

He won two gold nedals at the International Exhibition of |Inventions
1996 in Geneva and Wrld Exhibition of Invention and I nnovation in Morocco.
The devi ce has been granted a patent by the Patent Cooperation Treaty,

t he European Patent office, Minich, Germany and other countries under the

Pari s Conventi on.

It has al so been approved by Pusat Islamand the Health Mnistry and
now it is poised to penerate every corner of the world where circuntision
is dictated by religion, culture or health reasons.

And, maybe, circuntision henceforth will no longer be viewed with
anxiety, pain or fear of death from bl eeding, fear of cross-infection,
mutilation or excessive rempval of the foreskin

It has the potential to end a social cycle -- there is no |onger the
need to confine circuntision to the "nmusi mbersunat™ or "circuntision
season" during the school holidays.

Those interested may contact Taramedi ¢ Corporation Sdn Bhd at
03-9321590 or 2553892 for nore information. -- Bernama
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