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By: Kuah Guan Qo

HAHARE, Nov 3 (Bernama) -- The group of 15 devel oping nations (G 15)
began their three-day summt here today with a joint call to the devel oped
countries not to introduce new issues into the Wrld Trade Organi sation
during its mnisterial nmeeting in Singapore next nonth.

Chai rman of the grouping, President Robert Migabe of Zi nbabwe in
opening the sunmt, said they did not think it was prudent to burden the
WO with new issues while they were yet to inplement in full the agreed
ones.

"The strong armtactics and the unrelenting pressure brought to bear on
us confirmour suspicions that we are being frog-marched into
internationally binding arrangenments that will eventually entail the total
surrender of national sovereignty," Presidet Migabe said.

El aborating on the new international trade agenda, he said the focus of
the WO shoul d be on inproving the multilateral trading system making it
nor e equi tabl e and bal anced.

The sentinments of the Zi nbabwe | eader were al so echoed by the other
three speakers -- President Hosni Mibarak of Egypt who spoke on behal f of
Africa, followed by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for Asia and Vice
Presi dent Carl os Ruckauf of Argentina on behalf of Latin Anerica and the
Cari bbean.

Presi dent Mubarak said the G 15 and ot her devel oping countries should
speak out with a collective voice agai nst any new i ssues at the WO
m ni sterial neeting.

Dr Ruckauf said the WIO ministerial neeting in Singapore nmust outline a
wor ki ng programme for the organisation reflecting in a balanced manner the
interests of all nenmber countries in the future evolution of the
multilateral trade system

The four |eaders in their speeches, also spoke of the need to
strengt hen the G 15 groupi ng. President Mugabe, in noting that the
i npl ement ati on of various G 15 projects seened to have | ost nonentum said
the continued exi stence of the grouping hinged, to a |large extent on their
ability to translate words into action.

"I ndeed, national and collective precedence should be given to these
projects,"” he said.

He also said that it was in the interests of all countries that a
mutual |y beneficial multilateral trading systemcontinued to develop. In
practical terms, this partnership would entail the strengthening of
i nter-governnental cooperation between devel oped and devel opi ng countries
and nore effective coordination of multilateral institutions.

"It is nowleft to us, as the G 15, in tandemw th ot her devel opi ng
countries, to map out strategies that would bring about an effective
di al ogue between the North and the South."

In this regard, President Migabe said, the G 15 practice that requires
the current G 15 chairman to send nessages to the Goup of 7 (G7) needs to
be reconsi dered.

He said they did not subscribe to the viewthat, with the end of the
Cold War, the North-South optique, with regards to international issues,
had becone redundant.

After the opening cerenony, the |l eaders |later held their plenary
sessions. They later visited the Zi nbabwe Trade exhibition and toni ght
attended a di nner hosted by President Migabe.



They woul d depart for Victoria Falls tonmorrow for their retreat and
return to Harare for the closing cerenony on Wdnesday.

O the 15 countries, five are represented by their heads of
state/ governnent; they are President Mibarak, Prine M nister Deve Gowda of
India, Prime Mnister J. Patterson of Jammica, Dr Mahathir and President
Mugabe.

Three who are representatives of their heads of state/government are
Prime M nister Ahmad Quyohia of Al geria, Dr Ruckauf and Prime M nister
Habi b Thi am of Senegal .

Dr Ruckauf, when speaking as the spokesman for Latin Amrerica and the
Cari bbean said due to the coinciding of dates with the | bero-Anmerican
summ t requiring their presence, President Carlos Menem of Argentina and
the other | eaders of the region were unable to attend the G 15 sunmmit.

Chile is represented by the personal representative Jorge Berguno;

I ndonesi a by Foreign Mnister Ali Al atas; Venezuel a by special envoy Wrner
Corral es; Mexico by Foreign Mnister Jose Gurria. Wiile N geria and Peru
are represented by representatives, Brazil is reported represented by Vice
Presi dent Marco Marciel. -- BERNAMVA
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