12 NOV 1996
Naj i b- St r at egy
NEW STRATEGY PACKAGE FOR SCI ENCE AND TECHNI CAL EDUCATI ON

JOHOR BAHARU, Nov 12 (Bernama) -- The Education Mnistry is preparing a
new strategy package to increase the nunber of students in the science and
techni cal education streamat secondary school |evel.

The m nister, Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said the package involved a
review of the curriculum time allocated for science education, |aboratory
facilities, teaching nethod and prospects in that field.

A paper on the package once conpl eted would be submitted to the Cabinet
for approval, he said after launching a series of career education books
her e.

Naji b said at present science streamstudents were | ooked upon as an
elite group and it was the nministry's aspiration to al so have nedi ocre
students taking up pure science and additional nmathematics.

"W want to correct the negative trend. In the 1970s the trend was one
of science and technology and in the 80s it was one of arts and humanities
and we now want to revert to the science trend," he said.

Naji b said at present too many students were joining the arts stream
and steps were being taken to have a balance in the situation.

Last year, only 21 per cent of the total number of secondary schoo
students in the country took pure science.

"At present only the clever students took pure science. W want the
majority of the students to feel at ease and take up science subjects,"” he
sai d.

Naji b said a conprehensi ve paper on the strategy was nearly ready with
the target being at | east 60 per cent of students taking up science and
techni cal subjects.

This change was in line with the national education phyl osophy and
Vi sion 2020 of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, he said.

Last year, the ministry had inplenented its technical action plan to
change the status of vocational schools to that of technical schools.

Naji b al so said he woul d make a statenent on Friday pertaining to the
pronoti on of Standard Three pupils to Standard Five follow ng the Penilaian
Tahap Satu (PTS) exam nation.

This was a doubl e pronoti on based on the pupils' capabilities, he
added. -- BERNAMA
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