21 MAR 1996
Mahat hi r- NZ
NEW ZEALAND VI SI T TO EXPAND ECONOM C, EDUCATI ON COOPERATI ON

KUALA LUVPUR, March 21 (Bernama) -- The thrust of Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad's visit to New Zeal and next week will be to
enhance cooperation in the econom ¢ and education fields, a top Wsna Putra
of ficial said today.

Dat uk Abdul HalimAli, Deputy Secretary-general (I), said Milaysia and
New Zeal and have | ong enjoyed a good rel ationship and this would be
strengt hened t hrough nore economic and trade |inkages as well as education
ties.

"Dr Mahathir's visit is part of our effort to pronote the existing good
rel ati ons between the two Cormmonweal th countries,”" he said when briefing
reporters on the Prime Mnister's four-day visit begi nning Tuesday.

Mal aysia is New Zeal and' s | argest export market in Southeast Asia
(RMB73 million in 1995) and the second | argest source of inports fromthe
regi on after Singapore.

Al t hough the trade bal ance has been in New Zeal and's favour, its
imports from Mal aysi a have been increasing steadily and | ast year year
| eapt by over half to reach RM390 million.

The two countries have a long history of peopl e-to-people contact and
have devel oped cl ose cooperation in various fields, particularly education

There are now about 2,000 Mal aysi an students in New Zeal and and to
date, nore than 13,000 Ml aysi ans have been educated in that country.

Hal i m sai d Mal aysi a and New Zeal and had simlar perceptions in many
areas such as the nuclear issue and the provision of assistance to
devel opi ng countri es.

The Prime M nister's 28-nenber official delegation will include
International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz,
Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Deputy Foreign M nister
Dat uk Leo M chael Toyad and Deputy Agriculture Mnister Datuk Tengku Mahnud
Mansor. A 40-nenber business delegation is also follow ng Dr Mahat hir

The Prinme Mnister is scheduled to hold talks with his New Zeal and
counterpart JimBol ger soon after arrival in Wllington on Tuesday.

H s tight programmre includes inaugurating the Chair on Ml ay Studies at
the Victoria University in Wellington, |aunching the New Zeal and Asi a
Institute at the Auckland University in Auckl and, addressing the New
Zeal and- Mal aysi a Busi ness Council and neeting Ml aysi an students.

Hal i m sai d four docunents woul d be signed during the visit. They are on
education, defence, a broadcasting consul tancy arrangenent for the 1998
Kual a Lunpur Conmonweal th Ganes and a wor ki ng hol i day arrangenent.

The menorandum of understandi ng on educati on covers such matters as
student exchanges and recognition of university degrees while the working
hol i day arrangenent is to enabl e young people fromboth countries to stay
and work in each other's country for a short period as part of efforts to
pronot e rmut ual under st andi ng.

The i dea was npoted by Bol ger who visited Malaysia in 1994.

The docunent on defence cooperation is to fornalise the various
activities that have been going on. Both Ml aysia and New Zeal and are
menbers of the Five Power Defence Arrangenent (with Australia, Britain and
Si ngapore).

The broadcasting consul tancy agreenent is for TV New Zeal and to assi st
RTMin the coverage of the 1998 Commonweal th Ganes in Kuala Lunpur.

On his way back to Malaysia, Dr Mahathir is schedul ed to nake a



t wo- hour stop-over in Brisbane, Australia, for a neeting with new y-el ected
Prinme M nister John Howar d.

Howard had requested the neeting and according to Halim it is
basically for the two | eaders to get to know each other and perhaps touch
base on issues of conmon interest.

"There was a specific request by Howard to neet Dr Mahat hir and he (Dr
Mahat hir) has agreed to it," Halimsaid.

"I have no idea what they are going to discuss ... maybe Howard wants
to touch base (with Dr Mahathir) and express Australia's desire to have
good ties with Mal aysia." -- BERNAVA
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