31 JUL 1996

NI K AZI Z THANKS FI NANCE M NI STRY FOR GRANT

KOTA BAHARU, July 31 (Bernama) -- The PAS-1ed governnent today thanked
the Finance Mnistry for expediting the rel ease of RW8 million being part
of the annual grant to Kel antan.

Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat said Kel antan was al |l ocat ed
an annual grant of RMLO9 million for adm nistrative and devel opnent
pur poses.

"The noney was receuved two days ago ... the state governnent was
supposed to get it on Jan 1," he told reporters after chairing the weekly
St at e Executive Council mneeting here.

Ni k Azi z said, conpared to the past four years, this year's paynent
the fastest".

Asked whether this was the result of his recent neeting with Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, Nk Aziz said, "No, it's the
result of awareness."

He said the noney woul d be used anbng others for devel opnent of
district councils in the state. -- BERNAMA
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