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NO Bl G REWARDS | F SHUTTLERS W N | N ATLANTA

KUALA LUVPUR, July 3 (Bernama) -- The Atlanta O ynpic Ganes will
provi de a good avenue for the national shuttlers to redeemthensel ves after
the Thomas Cup debacl e but the Badm nton Association of Ml aysia (BAM will
not go overboard in giving out rewards.

BAM presi dent Datuk Dr Abdul | ah Fadzil Che Wan admitted that sone
pl ayers had | ost track of their actual goal when conpeting but gave an
assurance that the national body woul d be cautious in future.

"I agree with what the Prine Mnister said. W can accept sponsorships
and rewards that can spur athletes to do well but not those that can spoi
them" he said at a cerenpny to announce John Hancock Life Insurance (M
Ber had' s sponsorship of the Ml aysi an contingent to the dynpic Ganes,
here, today.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had told the Sukom KL '

98 council neeting two days ago that | ocal governments, national
associ ati ons, conpani es and sponsors shoul d not go overboard when showeri ng
rewards for success in sports.

Dr Mahathir had said that the practice had unwittingly bred a
generation of athletes who placed nonetary incentives before pride and
honour for the country.

Dr Abdul I ah, who is also the chef-de-m ssion to the AQynpics, said
Mal aysi a stood a good chance of winning its first gold nedal in the
A ynpi cs through the doubl es conbi nati on of Cheah Soon Kit and Yap Kim
Hock

"They are now ranked second in the world and that is good enough for at
| east a silver. The ranking will spur and notivate the players and the gold
is just possible,"” he said.

He said all the players were hungry for glory and spirited after their
first round defeat in the Thomas Cup in Hong Kong and the O ynpics gave
themthe chance to redeemtheir battered pride

John Hancock will award a total of RM20,000 to the five nost
out st andi ng Mal aysian athletes in Atlanta. The selectors will pick one
athl ete each from badm nton, hockey, athletics and swi nm ng and one from
ei t her boxing, yachting, canoeing or shooting.

Each of the selected athletes will receive the John Hancock Athlete of
the Ganes Award, a specially designed gold nedal and RM3, 000 while their
respective associations will get RML, 000.

The conpany will al so provide group insurance amounting to RVbO, 000 to
the contingent, consisting of 66 athletes and officials. It includes
RMR5, 000 group |ife and RMR5, 000 personal accident coverage. -- BERNAMA
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