07 MAY 1996
Anwar - Nomi nat i on
NO COERCI ON | N DECI SI ON TO NOM NATE | NCUMBENTS, SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, May 7 (Bernamm) -- Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi msaid today the party Supreme Council is not trying to coerce Umo
divisions when it ruled that they can only nom nate the i ncunbents for the
presi dent and deputy president’'s posts.

"W cannot force, that is not our intention," he saiad.

Anwar, who is the Deputy Prime Mnister, said the party's genera
assenbly | ast year made the decision to have no contest for the top two
posts.

"Hence, we only ask the nmenbers to respect the spirit and deci sion of
the assenbly which is the body in the party," he told reporters after
perform ng the ground-breaking cerenpny for the Securities Comm ssion and
Securities Industry Devel opnent Centre building at Pesiaran Bukit Kiara
her e.

The Suprene Council decided on Saturday that Ummo divisions can only
nonmi nate Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad for president and
Anwar for deputy president during their divisional nmeetings in July.

It ruled that any other candi dates proposed for the two posts will be
rej ect ed.

Anwar said the Suprenme Council has no power to force divisions to
noni nate only the incunbents.

However, the no-contest resolution adopted by the | ast general assenbly
was in line with the denbcratic process as it was the del egates who rmade
t he deci sion and the Supreme Council was nmerely inplementing it, he added.

Anwar al so said the Umo nanagenent conmittee which he heads will study
whet her there is a need to take disciplinary action or otherw se agai nst
di vi si ons breaching the ruling.

He said the Suprene Council neeting | ast week did not discuss the
nmatter.

"Qur discussions did not reach that stage but | will raise the natter
wi th the managenent conm ttee,” he said.

On the appeal s by several Ummo nenbers incl uding Taj uddi n Abdul Rahman
of Pasir Sal ak division and Datuk Shahrir Abdul Samad of Johor Baharu
division regarding the disciplinary action taken agai nst them Anwar said
the disciplinary conmttee will make its recommendati ons to the Suprene
Counci | soon.

Taj uddi n was expelled for his alleged invol vemrent in noney politics
whi | e Shahrir's nmenbership was suspended after conplaints that he supported
the opposition candidate in the | ast general election. -- BERNAVA
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