09 APR 1996
Par | i anment - Mahat hi r
NO DOUBLE STAND ON SALARY REVI SI ON, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUVPUR, April 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today that the government did not adopt differing stands when it decided to
give civil servants extra pay increases over the revision agreed to
recently.

"Those runni ng the governnent machinery at the central |evel are
nmortal s who al so sonetines nake m stakes,” the Prime Mnister told the
Dewan Rakyat .

He was replying to a supplenentary question fromDatuk Haji Sukri
Mohamed (S46- Machang) on why civil servants woul d be getting higher salary
i ncreases following the | atest revision and whether this was due to | ack of
a proper study by the governnent.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment deci ded on the increases because it
wanted to fully utilise the noney allocated for the revision despite
certain changes nade to the earlier offer.

The review of the pension forrmula was to ensure that the pension given
was not as rmuch as the pay enjoyed by a civil servant while in service, he
sai d.

"The governnent's principle is that a worker's pension should not equa
his last drawn salary but the review showed that we did not abide by this
principle," he said.

Following this, fresh discussions were held with Cuepacs regardi ng the
pensi on formul a.

To the original question fromHaji Mhanad Abdul | ah (S46- Pasir Puteh),
Dr Mahathir said the benefits of any salary adjustnment would only be
enj oyed by those under the schene of service involved in the review

The 1995 salary revision to the New Renunerati on System (SSB) was
specifically for those under SSB, and thus only these people woul d enj oy
t he benefits, he said.

When the SSB new sal ary schene was inplenented on Jan 1 1992, all civil
servants were given the option offer and they had three nonths fromt hat
date to deci de whether to accept or reject it, he said.

To a suppl enentary question from Mohd |Isa Sabu (BN-Kangar), Dr Mhathir
said civil servants were briefed on SSB and those who refused to accept it
felt that it would be better for themto remain in the old schene.

But when sal ary adjustnments were nade to the new schene, they wanted to
get the sane benefits as those enjoyed by people who opted for the new
schene, he said.

However, the governnent felt that they were ineligible for the
benefits, he added. -- Bernanm
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