03 MAY 1996
Anwar - Rot at i on
NO MAJOR STATE CABI NET RESHUFFLE FOLLOW NG ROTATI ON, SAYS ANVWAR

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 3 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi msaid today the rotation of the Sabah Chief Mnister's post
will not lead to a nmajor state Cabinet reshuffle although there will be
sone changes.

"There will be proper consultation with the new Chief Mnister," he
told a press conference after neeting Sabah Umo | eaders and ot her Bari san
Nasi onal (BN) | eaders separately here.

Anwar said the proposed anmendnents to transfer sonme of the Chief
M nister's powers to the Cabinet would be tabled in the State Assenbly as
schedul ed on June 17 and 18 after the appoi ntment of the new Chi ef
M ni ster.

Anwar said he listened to the BN | eaders' views and expl ained to them
the Prime Mnister's decision to inplenent the proposal to rotate the chief
m ni stershi p anong the state's three maj or conmunities.

They appreciated the decision nade by the | eadership to rotate the
post, he said.

It was announced today that Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) President
Dat uk Yong Teck Lee will be appointed as Sabah Chief Mnister to succeed
Dat uk Sal |l eh Said Keruak, who is State Umo chi ef, under the rotation
concept .

It is learnt that one of the three state Cabinet posts allocated to
SAPP wi |l be given to Umo, which has four nenbers in the Cabinet,

i ncl udi ng Sal | eh.

The proposed anendnents were to have been tabled on March 25 and 26 but
this was post poned when many state assenbl ynen asked for nore time to study
the bills.

The five state laws to be anended are the Forest Enactnent 1968, Land
Ordi nance Chapter 69; M ning Ordinance 1960, Sabah Foundati on Enact nment
1966 and Del egati on of Powers Enactnment 1963.

"I explained to themthat the inportant thing is for BN to continue
ruling and that this spirit must be preserved,” Anwar said.

Anwar, who is Umo Deputy President, said there should not be any undue
concern that the rotation woul d underm ne the interests of Umo and
Bum put er as.

There was no question of injustice because the new Chief Mnister is
al so a BN | eader who had to subscribe to the BN concept, he said.

Anwar said he was confident of Sabah's future because | eaders of BN
conponent parties had shown their wi sdomand determ nation in devel opi ng
the state.

Two days ago Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad said the
rotati on would be inplenmented without waiting for the proposed anendnents
to be passed by the state assenbly.

Duri ng canpai gning for the February 1994 state el ection, Dr Mahathir
had pl edged to rotate the post anong the Mislim Bum puteras, non-Mislim
Bum puteras and Chinese if BN cane to power.

Al though BN |l ost to Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) in the election, BN
subsequently forned the state governnent after several PBS state
assenbl ynen defected to its side.

Then Sabah BN Chai rnman Tan Sri Sakaran Dandai was appoi nted as the
Chief Mnister but he relinqui shed the post in Decenber 1994 to becone the
Yang Dipertua Negeri and to pave the way for Salleh's appointnent as the



Chief Mnister.

Sall eh's tenure was supposed to have ended on March 17 this year but
was extended by Dr Mahathir to allow for amendnents to be nmade to curb the
powers of the Chief Mnister.
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