30 NOV 1996
Ong- Firear s
NO PLAN TO LI FT NATI ONW DE FREEZE ON FI REARMS PERM TS

BANG , Nov 30 (Bernama) -- The governnent has no plans for the tine
being to lift the nationwi de freeze on the issuance of firearns |icences,
Deputy Honme M nister Ong Ka Ting sid today.

He said the governnent felt that lifting the ban was not a very urgent
matter because there was no need to have many firearns around.

"It is not a very good thing if there are many people who own pistols
and gun,"” he told reporters after |launching the third Ml aysian G vil
Def ence gathering at Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a, here.

The decision to freeze the firearns permits was nade in April this year
by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, who is al so the Hone
M nister, following the arrest in Taiwan of Sabah busi nessman Datuk Aflred
Chin for alleged arnms snuggling.

Dr Mahathir had said that the decision was nade as too nmany |icence
hol ders had not been taking care of their firearms and were | osing them

In his speech, Ong called for continued public support for the
Mal aysi an Civil Defence Departnment's programres and activities so that it
coul d discharge its responsibilities nore effectively.

He said the departnent now had 9,500 active nmenbrs and over 3000
cadets. -- BERNAMA
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