12 JAN 1996
Cigarettes
NO PLANS TO BAN SMOKI NG AMONG MUSLI M5 SAYS HAM D

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 12 (Bernama) -- The federal governnent has no plans
to bar Muslinms fromsnoking as it feels the best way to overcone the
problemis through education, Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent,
Dat uk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman, said today.

On the ruling of the Sel angor and Kedah fatwa comm ttees that snoking
cigarettes was forbidden, he said the matter was within their jurisdiction.

"There are many matters in Islamthat are forbidden, but rulings on
themare not enforced as they can be overcone through education citing
i nterest inmposed by financial institutions. Interest is forbidden but
financial institutions are now adopting the Islamc systemof providing
Il oans," he told reporters after attending the 10th session of the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (O C) Coordination Conmittee of Joint
Islamc Action in the Field of Dakwah here.

He felt a nore appropriate approach was through education with the
target group being children who could drop the habit when they becone
adul ts.

On the nmove of the Johor governnent to inplenent public whipping, he
said next nonth's neeting of the National Council of Islamc Affairs would
di scuss the inplications of inplenmenting the | aw

"W have to ensure that people will not be in a festive nood over the
suffferings of those neted the puni shnment. W do not want the people to
enj oy when one i s undergoi ng the puni shnent," he said.

He said Pusat |Islamwas thinking of adopting a nore aggresive approach
t owar ds devi ati oni st groups, which appear to be increasingly active.

These woul d i ncl ude hol di ng di al ogues with them

On the speech of Prime Mnsiter Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad at the
openi ng of the conference, Dr Abdul Hami d said del egates wel coned the call
t hat dakwah activities be wi dened to cover non-Mislins. -- BERNAVA
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