08 SEP 1996
Anwar - St at enent
NO PQLI TI CAL STATEMENT, UWNO ELECTI ON CANDI DATES TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 8 (Bernama) -- Ummo Deputy President Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mtoday rem nded party el ecti on candi dates especially those
hol ding mnisterial positions to stop issuing political statements in |line
with party's directive.

"They are however allowed to issue statenents related to their duties,”
he told reporters after opening the Treasury Jogathan/Fam |y Day '96 at the
Jal an Duta Government O fice Conpl ex here

In the run-up to Cctober el ection, the Umo Suprene Council (M)
yest erday deci ded to strengthen further the ban on canpai gning to include
statenents in the electronic and printed nedia.

Asked of candi dates breaching the |latest directive, Anwar said the Mr
woul d not hesitate to take action.

But, he said every allegation and conpl ain nade woul d be thoroughly
| ooked i nto.

"This is inportant as we can't dismss the possibility of certain
peopl e taki ng advantage of the situation to mar the i mage of other
| eaders," he added.

Anwar, who is also Deputy Prime Mnister, said governnment functions
especially inportant ones should be held as schedul ed as this had been
agreed to by the M.

Al'l Umo el ection candi dates had al so been rem nded about this, he
sai d.

Anwar cited as exanpl e the opening of the Labuan Financial Park by the
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad recently. Banks wishing to
put up congratul atory messages in newspapers in conjunction with the
occasi on were advised instead to donate the allocation for the purpose to
wel f are organi sati ons such as the associations for the blind.

"I feel this exanple followi ng the directive of Bank Negara shoul d
serve as the guidelines to others that there is no need to over express our
appreciation," said Anwar who is al so Finance Mnister.

He said, if there were still others who wanted to do so, they could
transfer the nmoney to allocation for welfare donati ons.

According to the directive of party's president, he said Umo el ection
candi dates were not allowed to nmake political statements or pl ace
congratul atory advertisenments in newspapers in the run-up to the el ection.

He said they were also strictly prohibited fromusi ng noney bel ongi ng
to governnent's agenci es or conpanies to place advertisenents to
congratulate a mnister or |eader who was al so a candi dat e.

"If it's already prohibited, then there's no need for congratul atory

messages, " he said.
Present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah and Deputy Fi nance
M ni ster Datuk Dr Affifuddin Omar. -- BERNAMA
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