8 FEB 1996
Mahat hir - people
NO REASON FOR MALAYSI ANS TO BE POOR- DR MAHATHI R

PASI R PUTEH, Kel antan, Feb 8 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said tonight there is no reason for Ml aysians to be poor
intheir own country which is so peaceful and rich in natural resources.

They shoul d use their energy, tine and brains to achieve progress and
develop their talents, he said.

He drew the attention of locals to the willingness of the nore than one
mllion foreigners to come over to Malaysia to seek their fortune.

Sone of themhad risked their lives to cross the high seas or had
parted with nmuch noney just to cone to Mal aysia and work, he said.

The Prinme M nister was addressing nore than 10, 000 people with home he
broke the fast at the padang of the Sekol ah Menengah Tok Janggut here.

"I'f people fromforeign |lands are rushing to Mal aysia, why are not
Mal aysi ans maki ng use of the opportunities in their own country," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir raised the i ssue of poverty after bei ng saddened by what he
saw earlier at a fishing ham et in Pantai Baru near Bachok where the people
were still very poor.

The Prinme M nister acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah arrived in
Kot a Baharu today for a brief visit.

He said fishernmen in Pantai Baru were still poor because they only
depended on traditional fishing nethods.

They shoul d al so use their energy and tine to do other activities such
as handi craft nmaking during the wet season, when they did not put out to
sea, to supplenent their incone, he said.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said the Federal Governnent
had al ways been ready to help Kelantan in its devel opment efforts.

"W are ready to help provided such help is not politicised,"” he said.
Asked whet her the Federal CGovernment had nmade any special allocation
for Kel antan's devel opment, Dr Mahathir said the allocation was sinilar to

the one for other states.

"If cooperation is forthcom ng fromthe Kel antan Governnment we can have
the allocation and i nplement projects,” he said.

On the reported rift between PAS and Parti Mel ayu Senmangat 46, which
are nenbers of the Angkatan Perpaduan Ummah which is ruling Kel antan, the
Prime Mnister said he was not surprised over this as both parties did not
have t he sane perception.

"Sermangat 46 originated fromUmo and hence it cannot conpletely
overl ook Umo's stand," he said.

He said if Semangat 46 ignored Umo's stand, it need not be fornmed in
the first place for they could have just joined PAS in the very begi nning.
Dr Mahathir, who is Umo President and Chairman of the Kel antan Umo
Li ai son Conmittee, reiterated that Umo's doors were open to Senangat 46

nmenbers who wi shed to rejoin unconditionally. -- BERNAMA
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