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NO RESETTLEMENT HOPE FOR VI ETNAMESE ECONOM C M GRANTS

By: from Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, Feb 8 (Bernanmm) -- Vietnanese "boat people” determ ned by
the United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to be econonic
m grants rather than political refugees should not harbour any hope for
resettlenent in the United States or any other third countries, a State
Departnent official said here Wednesday.

The official, who chose to renai n anonynous, said the Internationa

Affairs Spending Bill introduced | ast year in the US House of
Representative that prohibits the use of US governnent funds to send others
back to Vietnamagainst their will "did not becone | aw. "

The controversial bill had triggered riots by the Vietnanese in

detention canps across Asia, including Hong Kong and Malaysia. Ariot in
Kual a Lunpur in the nmiddle of last nonth injured 24 people, including seven
pol i cenen.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad has said the Ml aysi an
governnent is very firmabout repatriating the Vietnanese i nmgrants as
third countries had refused to accept them

"The third countries have prom sed to take them off our hands but now
they have refused to do so and if they have a right to refuse them we al so
have the right to refuse the boat people,” Dr Mahathir said in Langkaw
recently.

Assi stant Secretary of State for East Asia and the Pacific, Wnston
Lord, who briefed the international press at the Foreign Press Center here
Wednesday, did not give any indication that the US would adnit any of the
boat peopl e | anguishing in the canps in Ml aysia and other parts of
Sout heast Asi a.

"We hope to bring the Conprehensive Plan of Action (CPA) to a humane
conclusion. We're still consulting with the various parties to see howthis
can be acconplished and | really can't add much nore to what |'ve said."

Noti ng that there was sone voluntary repatriation fromMlaysia in
recent days, Lord said Vietnam"is trying to speed up the screening
process” and that the US continued to remain concerned that "any returnees
to Vietnambe well treated.”

"To date we have no evidence that Vietnanese returnees have been
mstreated. So this was a major issue during ny travels,"” said Lord, who
had just returned fromhis trip to several Asian countries that included
Vi et nam

"W continue to consult with other governnments but | can't be nore
specific than that," he said.

Lord described the US as "the nbst generous benefactor and recipient of
refugees particularly fromthe Vietnamwar era", and asserted, "l want to
make it very clear that whatever tactical nopve made this renaining
Conpr ehensi ve Pl an of Action or any devel opments in the conmi ng nonths,
let's not forget just how nmuch the US has done and that will continue to be
our attitude."

Some 4,500 Vietnanese are still in Malaysia's transit canp after nore
than 4, 700 had vol unteered for repatriation.

More than 70,000 had been voluntarily repatriated fromthe region since
the CPA was adopted in 1989 by 51 countries, including Mlaysia and the US,
to deal with the exodus of boat people from Vi et nam

Virtually all of the Vietnanese left in detention canps in Asia have
been decl ared econonmic mgrants, not political refugees, and therefore have



no right to asylumunder international |aw. -- Bernana
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