01 JUN 1996
Mahat hi r - Bahasa
LEARNI NG ENGLI SH, NO THREAT TO NATI ONAL LANGUAGE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 1 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today mastering foreign | anguages especially English does not pose a threat
to the national |anguage which is the | anguage of unity and solidarity of
t he Mal aysi an peopl e.

The Governnment would continue with efforts to expand the use of the
nati onal |anguage anong all conmmunities in the country, he said.

"Many non-Mal ay students are very fluent in Bahasa Mal aysia and can
wite poens and features in the national |anguage," he said.

The Prinme M nister was pledging loyalty to the Yang di - Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Ja' far on the occasion of H s Majesty's official birthday on behalf
of the Governnent and people of Malaysia at |stana Negara here.

Her Maj esty the Raja Permai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah was al so present.

O her dignitaries present included the Prime Mnister's wife Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand
his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan |Ismail, Cabinet M nisters and nenbers
of the diplomatic corps.

Dr Mahathir said the government was encouragi ng the people to master
English so that they could enhance their know ege in the field of science
and t echnol ogy.

Use of sophisticated science and technol ogy required the people to have
a good command of English, the Prime Mnister said.

"Know edge in science and technol ogy was expanding at a rapid rate and
we are short of scientists and cannot keep pace with translating all this
know edge for our students to |learn,"” he said.

He said if Ml aysians did not nake earnest efforts to naster the
Engl i sh Language, the country's progress woul d be affected.

Several Eastern nations which were nore devel oped t han Ml aysi a had
made it a condition for staff of giant conpanies particularly those
involved in information technology and nmultinmedia to | earn English, the
Prinme M nister said.

"Their mastering of the English Language has in no way affected their
own | anguage or identity," he added.

Dr Mahathir said the progress and wi der use of Bahasa Ml aysi a depended
on the progress of the people who spoke the | anguage particularly those who
used it as their nother tongue and if they were backward their |anguage
al so woul d decl i ne.

In view of this, efforts to bring progress to the Mal ays were of utnopst
i mportance and towards this end they would have to master foreign | anguages
particul arly English.

The governnment woul d therefore expand the use of English anong the
peopl e, he said.

"This effort should be nade part of the struggle to ensure the
conti nued sovereignty of the national |anguage," he said, adding: "CQur
sl ogan now i s Maj u Bangsa, Majul ah Bahasa."

The Prime Mnister was grateful that the country was peaceful and the
peopl e of various races living in harnony w thout any conflict which could
af ffect national stability and solidarity.

"The understandi ng and tol erance anong the races that existed during
the general election last year still prevailed," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that previously certain conpani es were owned by
only one particular race but the firns were now no | onger owned al ong



raci al |ines.

Many conpani es were jointly owned by all races and their directors and
enpl oyees were also fromall races.

There was genuine participation in the operation of the conpani es and
the Ali Baba style no | onger existed, Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime M nister noted that Bum putera performance and abilities had
enhanced both fromthe professional and financial aspects.

Non- Bumi put era owned conpani es had been bought over by Bumi puteras and
were being well managed by them he said.

Dr Mahathir regretted that many Bum puteras had sold their stakes in
conpani es to non-Bum puteras for quick gains.

Bum putera participation in economc activities had increased rapidly
due to the guidance and financial assistance fromthe governnment and now
many Bunputeras were active and had invested in Europe, the United States
and South Areri ca.

This trend was expected to continue and efforts to eradicate the
identification of race with particul ar enpl oynent woul d be successful, God
willing.

The Prime M nister was confident that the annual national econonic
growt h woul d sur pass seven per cent during the Seventh Ml aysia Pl an
peri od.

The pl an woul d concentrate on capital -intensive and hi gh technol ogy
i ndustries produci ng Mal aysi an brand goods for export to the world market,
he said. -- BERNAMA
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