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Mahat hi r - Myanmar
NOT FOR OTHERS TO DETERM NE ASEAN S STAND, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

JAKARTA, Nov 30 (Bernamm) -- Qther countries have no right to deternine
the stand whi ch shoul d be taken by Asean over the question of its
menber ship, said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today.

"The question of other countries being unhappy or of the view that
Asean shoul d not accept certain parties is not their right.

"We are no | onger colonies of foreign countries. W nake our deci sion
on our own, as independent nations," he said at a news conference after the
one-day Asean Informal Summit, here.

Dr Mahat hir was asked on the decision of Asean | eaders to admt Myanmar
as a nenber inspite of pressures from European countries and the United
St at es.

The | eaders agreed that Cambodi a, Laos and Myanmar be admitted as Asean
menbers sinul taneously and the actual timng of their adm ssion would be
announced i n due tine.

Asked how Asean coul d assure European countries and the United States
not tointerfere in the donestic affairs of Myanmar, Dr Mahat hir said Asean
was not in the business of assuring European countries or Anerica.

"W are in the business of assuring ourselves and if we are assured
oursel ves, that's enough," he said.

Asked if it was possible for Canbodia, Laos and Myanmar to join Asean
next year, Dr Mahathir said the inportant thing was that the three
countries would be joining together.

"The actual timng has not been fixed ... that is left to your
i magi nation,"” he said. Asean will celebrate its 30th anni versary next year
i n Mal aysi a.

Asked why the countries nust join together when the conditions in each
of themwere said to be different, Dr Mahathir said as far as Asean was
concerned there was no difference.

"Al'l the criteria has been or will be nmet by all the three countries.
Therefore, there is no reason why they should not be admitted together," he
sai d.

Asked if the decision on the three countries joining Asean together
could be interpreted as either slowi ng down or accelarating Myanmar's entry
into Asean, Dr Mahathir said it was a matter of opinion.

"It could be regarded as a sl owi ng down the adm ssion of Laos and
Canbodia or it can be interpreted as the speeding up the integration of
Myanmar into the Asean grouping ... as far as we are concerned the nost
important thing is that all three will be admtted together," he said.

Laos and Canbodi a have been expected to join Asean next year and
Myanmar has indicated that it would like to do so at the sane tine.

On Asean's policy of constructive engagenent with Myannmar, Dr Mahathir
said it has brought changes in Myanmar and shoul d be conti nued.

"I't is now much nore open. It is noww lling to have foreign direct
i nvestnents. It has contacts with Asean where before it was isolationist,"
said Dr Mahathir who had net Myanmar's State Law Order and Restoration
Council (Slorc) chairman Than Shwe on the sidelines of the informal sunmit
yest er day.

Than Shwe and the | eaders of Canmbodi a and Laos were invited for the
i naugural sunmit. Ml aysia will host the informal summit next year.

On the just-ended informal summit, Dr Mahathir said the neeting had
been fruitful



"I feel very good indeed about this neeting except that sone other
peopl e who are not in the neeting feel very unhappy that we did not sit
down and di scuss Myanmar all the tine," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the neeting discussed other things as well which were
constructive and beneficial to the Asean countries. -- BERNAMVA
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