06 MAY 1996
Par | i anent - Perwaj a
' M NOT PROTECTI NG ANYONE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 6 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today that he is not protecting anyone in relation to the Perwaja Stee
affair.

He tol d the Dewan Rakyat that action would be taken against the guilty
party in accordance with the law even if there were his children and
friends.

The Prime M nister also said that he did not know the whereabouts of
former Perwaja Steel managing director Tan Sri Eric Chia.

He said that Karpal Singh (DAP-Jelutong) could | odge a police report on
his allegations that Chia was in his house.

Dr Mahat hir however questioned Karpal Singh's sincerity in reporting to
the police on Chia's alleged di sappearance.

"He has never | odged a report when others went mssing...the reason he
is interested in Eric Chia could only be political...to discredit the
governnent for allegedly protecting Eric Chia," he said in answer to
questions rai sed by opposition | eader LimKit Siang (DAP-Tanjung) and
Kar pal Singh during the debate on the Seventh Mal aysia Plan (7MP).

Karpal Singh has interjected while Limwas debating the 7MP to ask Dr
Mahat hir, who is Hone Mnister, on whether Chia is in the country.

Earlier, Limsaid that the people nust be suspicious as to why the
Prime Mnister was still so protective of Chia when he should be nore
concerned over m sappropriation and m snanagenent behind the Perwaj a
financial scandal

Dr Mahathir said that he upholds the principle that a person is
i nnocent until proven guilty and this applies even to nenbers of the
opposi tion.

However, if there were evidence pointing to a person's guilt, action
woul d be taken to arrest him

"It does not matter whether there are ny friends or ny children... but
before he is found guilty I amnot prepared to taunt hi mthrough
publicity," he said.

He said it was the way of the opposition since they did not know any
ot her way but to nake accusations by taki ng advantage of parlianentary
i mmunity.

At one juncture, the situation was tense when Karpal Singh refused to
wi thdraw his allegation that Chia may be at the Prine Mnister's house
because he was a cl ose friend.

Dat uk Dr Janal uddin Jarjis (BN-Ronpin) had raised his objections to
Deputy Speaker Juhar Mahiruddi n over Karpal Singh's remarks under the
house' s standi ng order.

Karpal Singh initially refused to do so by saying that Dr Mhathir
hi nsel f had not objected to the statenent. He later did so when repeatedly
told by Juhar to do so

When comenting on an allegation by Limthat there had been politica
intervention in cases brought to court, Dr Mahathir asked Li mwhet her he
was accusing himof being in control of the court since it appeared that
Limdid not agree with the decision of the court and the decision of the
Public Prosecutor and others whereas it was the country's system

"If he disagrees with that system what systemis he adopting...does he
want the prosecution to be conducted by the opposition,"” he said.

Limhad al so at one stage said that the opposition understood the



parlianentary and deontratic system al a- Mahat hir or the Umnmo denocratic
systemwhi ch disall ows contests.

To this, Dr Mahathir said: "In Umo there are already five presidents
whereas in the DAP there has only been one secretary-general and this wll
be retianed until his death and when he dies he already has a soon to take
over fromhim This is not a denocratic systembut a feudal system..the
Li mdynasty. "

"I'n Umo we have an election...to decide whether or to contest, we go
down to the nenbers...when they say that we should not contest, we will not
contest but in the DAP nmenbers are never consulted,” he said.

He said that Limis antics in offering to resign was just a show

Dr Mahahtir al so questioned the reason for Karpal Singh | odging a
police report on Chia's disappearance as such reports are usually nmade by
the m ssing person's | oved ones.

On anot her allegation by Karpal Singh that he did not have the power to
arrest, the Prine Mnister said that he does not do the arresting hinself
but merely sign an order, if need be, for a person's arrest.

Karpal Singh had then said that the power to arrest and the power to
order a person to be detained were different.

The Dewan will sit again tonorrow. -- BERNAMA
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