16 JAN 1996
Mahat hir-Australia
NOT Tl ME YET FOR AUSTRALI A TO JO N ASEAN, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today it is not tinme yet for Australia to join Asean.

Dr Mahathir said the issue of Australia joining Asean was not di scussed
when Australian Prime Mnister Paul Keating called on himat his office in
the Prime M nister's Departnent here.

"Not at the nonent, | think," he said when replying to a question by an
Australian reporter after the neeting.

He was conmmenting on Singapore Prinme M nister Goh Chok Tong's statenent
in the "The Australian Financial Review yesterday that Australia and New
Zeal and coul d one day join the seven-nenber Asean and that the idea is
"t hi nkabl e" and one for "debate".

Keating arrvied here yesterday for a three-day official visit.

"Keating nade it clear last night (in his speech at a di nner hosted by
Dr Mahathir in his honour) that Australia do not wish to becone an Asean
(menber) country, European country or an American country but Australia,
and Mal aysi a appreciated it," Dr Mahathir said.

Dr Mahathir said they mainly discussed Australian and Asian econom ¢
relations and "not so much on the political side"

Meanwhi | e, Foreign Mnistry Secretary-General Tan Sri Ahmad Kamil
Jaafar said the idea of Australia joining Asean was too early to be
di scussed as Asean's priority was to get all the 10 Sout heast Asian
countries intoits fold by the turn of the century.

"Perhaps it is too soon to |look into the concept of opening up the
geogr aphi cal perinmeter of Asean,"” he said.

Ahrmad Kami |, when briefing the | ocal nmedia on the one-hour neeting
between Dr Mahathir and Keating, said it was nmainly on bilateral trade,

t el ecommuni cati ons, R&D, banking and film ng training.

Both | eaders had al so agreed that the two countries share their
expertise to allowtheir private conpanies to jointly undertake devel opnment
projects in other Third World countries, he said.

Ahrmad Kami| said Mal aysi a-Australia relationship would stress nore on
trade and econony.

Currently, Malaysian investrment in Australia totalled US$3 billion
while Australian investnent in Mal aysia was US$300 million, he said.

He said Keating informed Dr Mahathir on his country's autonobile inport
duty cut and lifting of import quota.

Mal aysi a had exported 1,151 Proton cars to Australia for the past six
nont hs, he said.

He said Australia was willing to share its expertise in advanced
el ectroni c banking systemw th Ml aysi a.
Australia is also willing to share its expertise on filnming school to

devel op actors, directors and fil m nmaking.

Ahmad Kani| said Dr Mahathir had asked Australia to be nore responsive
to the Mddl e East issues, especially the Israel -Pal esti ne peace process.

Dr Mahathir also briefed his Australian counterpart on the recent Asean
Sunmi t, Mal aysi an troops' continued presence in Bosnia and the | aunchi ng of
Mal aysia's first satellite, Measat |

Dr Mahathir has invited Keating to make an unofficial visit to the
country, particularly Langkawi . -- BERNAMVA
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