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DR M NOWTI ME TO EXPAND SCOPE OF GHANA- M SI A COOPERATI ON

By: Rachman Nordin

ACCRA (CGhana), Nov 10 (Bername) -- Ml aysia, which has so far trained
45 Chanai ans under a nodest technical aid programme started in 1981, will
continue to hel p Ghana in econom ¢ pl anni ng and nanagenent and
i mpl ementati on of economic reforms, visiting Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d toni ght.

It was now tinme for CGhana and Mal aysia, both former British col onies
whi ch becane i ndependent in 1957, to expand the scope of their cooperation
beyond their comon nmenbership in the Conmonweal th, the Non-Aligned
Movenent and the United Nations (UN), he said.

"For many years, we have been able to work together within these
organi sations in the common search for nore equitable and better world for
our people. There is much our two countries can do for each other in
shari ng what we do best," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who concludes a four-day official visit here Mnday, was
speaking at a State banquet held in his honour by President Jerry Raw i ngs.

Madame Nana Rawl ings and Datin Seri Dr Sti Hasnah were present.

Dr Mahathir said al though economic interaction between CGhana and
Mal aysi a had not realised its full potential, Ghana's abundant natural
resources and Mal aysia's experience in industrial production should enable
themto conpl enent each other in many areas.

"G ven the present trend towards gl obalisation, countries nust
constantly seek new partnerships and |inkages to renain conpetitive," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

CGhana is rich in resources including dianond, bauxite and tinber and
its ashanti goldmine is the largest in the world.

Dr Mahat hir expressed optim smthat because President Raw i ngs had
al ready put in place the right strategy and the necessary policies, Ghana
was now at a crucial stage when it would take off economically just as
Mal aysi a di d.

He sai d Ghana had succeeded in stinulating econom c growth by
i ntroduci ng a "busi ness-friendly" new investnent code, establishing free
trade zones and fornulating a Vision 2020 to gui de the country towards
becom ng a nmedi um i ncome nati on.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had to face many difficulties in its progress
t owar ds econom c i ndependence and that its econom c success had | argely
freed Mal aysia fromthe kind of economic armtw sting by powerful nations.

He comended Rawl ings for Ghana's role in pronoting peace and stability
in West Africa including by twi ce being past chairnman of the Econonic
Conmmunity of West African States or Ecowas and in hel ping to broker a
solution to the Liberian conflict through the Abuja Accord.

Dr Mahathir noted that CGhanai an troops had forged excel |l ent cooperation
wi th Mal aysi an sol diers while on UN peacekeepi ng operations in Bosnia
Her zegovi na and Sonal i a, anong ot hers.

"I"'mconfident that our common concern for the preservation of
i nternational peace, stability and the rule of laww |l see our two
countries joining hands in other international peace efforts in the
future," he said. -- BERNAMVA
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