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NUR M SUARI EMBARKS ON MASSI VE RECONSTRUCTI ON FOR M NDANAO

By: Yong Soo Heong

MANI LA, Nov 24 (Bernama) -- Wen one-tinme freedomfighter Nur M suar
said he wanted to have si x-1ane hi ghways for his Moro people in M ndanao in
sout hern Phili ppi nes, he was ridicul ed.

But now that he is governor of M ndanao, he is tal king about 10-1ane
expressways because he is taking a |long-termview that devel opment wil |
soon conme to his region and that such infrastructure nust be in place to
build a better future for his people.

"I don't want to expose ny people, especially the children, to the
dangers of poor road systens," Nur Msuari said in an interviewwth the
Mal aysi an press.

As things stand now, the skeptics still do not believe that he can pul
it off because a critical factor for such projects is funds.

However, Nur M suari, who fought a 28-year war agai nst the Philippine
authorities, is riding on a crest of optimsm

He said that nmoney was everywhere in the world and it was up to the
| eaders in M ndanao to attract it.

For a start, he said, he could count on his Muslimbrothers in
Mal aysi a, Brunei, |ndonesia and West Asi a.

The | sl ami ¢ Devel opnent Bank is anot her source where funds coul d be
tapped to reconstruct his region and bring benefits to his people.

But it is not just fromthe Muslimworld that he has managed to grab
wi despread international attention. Now that peace has returned to M ndanao
foll owi ng a peace agreenment with President Fidel V Ranbs on Sept 2,

i nvestors fromother parts of the Philippines, Mlaysia, South Korea,
Japan, the United States, Spain, Italy, France and Germany are knocki ng on
Nur M suari's door.

This keeps himbusy right up to the mddle of next year with visits
pl anned to those countries in his quest to bring greater econom ¢ and
soci al benefits to his people.

For instance, officials of a Spanish consortiumwhich will build a
railway systemin M ndanao were told that the systemwoul d be anmong the
best in the world.

"I told themthat | would not settle for anything short of the best in
the world in order of make up for the many years of suffering,” said the
governor who nmet Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad here
yest er day.

Nur M suari, who is chairman of the Moro National Liberation Front,
said that during the fight against the Philippine central authorities, nany
of his people only had one neal a day, sonetines once in two days.

"But that is the price of war and freedom" he said with a glint in his
eye.
Now t hat peace has been attained, Nur Msuari's inmrediate task is to
wor k towards nassi ve reconstruction of his region.

He said: "All | want nowis for nmy people to forget the tragic nenories
and ugly past and be inspired by the prospects of a bright future.

"I want to obliterate the ugly vestiges of war. They are very
conspi cuous in M ndanao. Now that we have this peace, we will attend to the
transformati on of our society.

"W want to catch up with our Muslimbrothers within the region. For
now, we want to learn fromtheir experience of devel opnent."

To get things going, Nur Msuari, whose headgear of a gold-Ilined



"songkok" differentiates himfromthe rest of the crowd here, said he would
put in place a tel ephone systemin every village in M ndanao.

Saying that he was inspired by the dynami smof Dr Mahathir in bringing
trenendous devel opnent to Mal aysia, Nur M suari said building four and
five-star hotels was also on his list of priorities to cater for the
anticipated increased fl ow of businessnen and tourists to his autononous
regi on.

And he is also tal king about getting tie ups with other airlines in the
region or even acquiring aircraft |like the Airbus A330 or Boeing 747.

This multi-prong aviation strategy is not only to get businessnmen and
hol i day- makers to M ndanao but also to get Filipino Muslinms to performthe
annual "haj" pilgrimge in Mecca.

To conpl ement these economic activities, he is also keen on building
nore international airports and seaports.

Nur Msuari is optimstic that the provision of better investnent
incentives and M ndanao's rich natural resources, especially mnera
deposits, and relatively undevel oped territory will be able to see
devel oprment through in the future.

"Wth nore foreign investnents, there will be nore noney in circulation
and this will help in the capital formation proces," he said.

Asked on sone |ingering pockets of insurgency in M ndanao, he said this
was caused by a few groups outside the anbit of the MNLF' s peace agreenent
with Ranpbs prior to these groups' inpending peace talks with the centra
gover nnent .

Sayi ng that these isolated cases ambunted to a show of strength by the
parties concerned, Nur M suari added that Ranps had al so asked to resolve
t he probl ens.

"I intend to do everything in ny influence to contain, curb or even

elimnate this problemonce and for all. Once | cone back froman overseas
trip in about a week, | will assenble all our resources and try ny best to
find ways to expeditiously resolve this problem | amvery optimstic we

can do sonething," he said. -- BERNAMA
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