13 MAY 1996

"ONE MALAYSI AN ONE TREE" PROGRAMMVE TO GREEN THE NATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, May 13 (Bernama) -- A long-termeffort to green the
nation, the "One Mal aysian One Tree" programme will be initiated in |ine
with the call by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to | andscape
the country.

Primary I ndustries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said today each
Mal aysi an woul d be encouraged to plant one tree under the progranme.

The concept of the programe resulted fromgovernnment's awareness that
sust ai nabl e forest nanagenent woul d be facilitated through the invol venent
and support of a broad cross-section of the popul ation, he added.

The programe was one of the projects planned to commenorate the 25th
anni versary of Malaysia's cel ebration of Wrld Forestry Day, he told
reporters after opening the Universiti Pertanian Mal aysi a-Uni versity of
British Colunbia Conference on "Ecol ogical, Social and Political |ssues on
the Certification of Forest Managenent" here.

Dr Limsaid the Malaysia Tinber Council had all ocated RVBO, 000 for an
annual award, the "Green Award," to be given for outstanding contribution
t owar ds sust ai nabl e forest managenent in the country.

A scientific expedition would also be initiated to undertake scientific
study and explore the potential for eco-tourismdevel opnent of a major
forest reserve in the country, he added.

Earlier, in his speech, Dr Limsaid Mal aysia was conmitted to nanagi ng
its forests and, to ensure this, a total of 14.1 mllion of 33 mllion
hectares of natural forests had been desi gnated as Pernmanent Forest Estates
to be managed sust ai nably.

Mal aysia's national comiittee on sustainable forest nanagenent had been
actively devel opi ng neasures to operationalise the International Tinber
Tropical Organisation's criteria and indicators where a total of 88
activities had been identified to fully achi eve sustai nabl e forest
managenent, he added.

"OF this, 64 activities have been considered priority while the
remai ni ng have been identified as the minimnumrequired to achieve
sust ai nabl e forest managenment by the year 2000," he said.

The four-day conference was attended by 100 partici pants representing
science and policy specialists fromvarious countries |ike Australi a,
Canada Swi tzerl and, Cameroon, Venezuela, Finland, United States, |Indonesia,
Col onbi a and Net her | ands.

The goal of the conference is to contribute to the devel opnent of
obj ective, systematic and scientifically-based standards for certification
of forestry operations. -- BERNAVA
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