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By: ARUL RAJOO

KUALA LUMPUR: As the nation counts the days to the 1998 Comonweal t h
Ganes, sprinter Azm |brahinms drug scandal overshadows world cl ass
performances by other sportsnmen and wonen this year.

The 20-year-old sprinter, once ranked anong the top five in Asia, fel
fromgrace when he was found guilty of using furosem de, a banned
substance, and is now serving a four-year suspension.

The Mal aysi an Amateur Athletic Union (MAAU), which have had its fair
share of controversies, tried to save Azm's skin by recomendi ng a
two-year ban but that did not go down well with the International Amateur
Athl etic Federation (I AAF).

Azm's premature departure fromthe track is a sad end but it
hi ghlights the urgent need to curb the increasing pressure, fromthe
officials, the public and nmedia, on young athletes to perform

The intense rivalry between Azm and Watson Nyanbek in the 100m
produced a new national record of 10.33s set by Watson. But in the end,
Azm paid a heavy price when he was caught for dope during the Ml aysia
Ganes (Suknma) in Kuantan in June.

Sukma was nooted with the ai mof discovering newtal ents. But now,
states are spending mllions trying to outdo each other in organising the
event. Kedah, under new Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid, refused to
j oin the bandwagon by wi thdrawi ng fromhosting the 1998 ganes.

Sel angor took over the job but is nowinvolved in a "tug of war" with
the Youth and Sports Mnistry over the participation of Commonweal th Ganes
trainees in Sukma. The latter has barred the athletes from 1998 Sukma.

Azm was not alone with the drug problem Eight bodybuil ders were
banned for two years for using anabolic steroid and the Ml aysi an Body
Bui | di ng Federation's effort in conducting randomtest is conmendabl e.

Wiile Azm and the athletic scene gave a di mpicture, badni nton bounced
back fromtheir Thomas Cup debacle in Hong Kong in May to snatch two medal s
in the centennial Aynpic Ganes in Atl anta.

There, Mal aysia cane close to striking its first gold. But Cheah Soon
Kit and Yap Kim Hock settled for silver while Rashid Sidek, the 1996
Al'l -Engl and finalist, carved a nanme for hinself by w nning a bronze.

But the badm nton arena was not spared from squabbl es as the Badm nton
Associ ati on of Mal aysia (BAM and the professional outfit, Nusa Mahsuri,
continued to be at odds, a result of personality clashes.

There were nore drama when chief coach Razif Sidek resigned in
Sept enber whil e upconing shuttlers Roslin Hashimand Ismail Sanmad | eft the
national body in a huff to turn professionals.

However, there is still some hope for the future as Jereny Gan and Chan
Chong M ng won the boys' doubles title in the World Juni or Chanpi onships in
Denmar k.

Besi des badmi nton, only wonan wal ker Annastasi a Karen Raj gave sone
good account of herself in Atlanta while the rest tunbled. She set a new
national mark of 45 minute 47 seconds in the 10km finishing 24 out of 44
wal kers.

Whi | e badm nton produced the O ynpic nmedals, 1996 bel ong to bow i ng
sensation Shalin Zulkifli. She set a new world record by dropping 1387 pins
in the Asian Youth Chanpionship in Genting H ghlands in January.

Ten nonths | ater, she al nobst becane the youngest kegler to clinch the
world title when she finished runner-up in the World Cup in Bel fast.



In soccer, the national team stunned by the departure by high-profile
Frenchman coach C aude Le Roy in January, made a remarkabl e coneback after
years in the dol druns.

Under Wan Janmek Hassan, Mal aysia did reasonably well in the pre-Asia
Cup although they failed to qualify for the final round. In Septenber, they
finished runners-up to Thailand in the Asean Cup in Singapore.

And for the first tinme, Ml aysia nade an appearance in an internationa
event at world |l evel when they qualified for the Futsal Five-A-Side Wrld
Cup i n Spain.

However, the ugly face of the Mal aysian soccer still exists. Bickering
anmong officials and poor managenent of Prem er League teans continued to
take centre stage while match-fixi ng seened to have been eradi cat ed.

The npst di stressing news in soccer canme when Terengganu's Uzbeki st an
i mport, Al exander Kojukhov, conmitted suicide, allegedly frustrated with
the late paynent of his salary by the state team

I n Pahang, nanager Tajuddin Nor and public relations officer Abdah Alif
wer e sacked for spendi ng about RM230, 000 on Argentine footballer Alberto
Naves who packed his bag after playing hardly one match due to an old
injury.

Hockey continued to keep its O ynpic appearance but finished a
di sappointing 11th out of 12 teans in Atlanta. However, their journey to
Atl anta was not without controversy.

Canada cl ai ned that Ml aysia and India had fixed their match in the
pre-Ad ynpic round in Spain. However, the Federation of International Hockey
threw out the case due to | ack of evidence

Squash, one of the npbst well organised sports in the country, continued
to reap its harvest. In January, Leong Siu Lynn grabbed the wonen's singles
title in the Asian Chanpionship in Jordan while the wonmen's team al so
struck gold there.

Fi nanci ng had al ways been a maj or problemfor sports bodies until the
Rakan Sukan project was initiated. But problens continued to haunt the
nobl e schene when several associations had their sponsorships term nated

Swi mri ng, Lawn Bowl and the Netball associations parted conmpany with
their respective partners, while MAAU s deal with the Resort Wrld has been
suspended.

Wth less than two years to go before the Kual a Lunmpur ' 98 Ganes, Sukom
Ni nety Ei ght Berhad is busy making preparations, including signing various
sponsorshi p deals while construction of the National Sports Council and
at hl etes training programme are full sw ng.

But a clash over dates between the KL Ganes and the 1998 Athletics
Wrld Cup in South Africa has put Malaysia in a spot. | AAF has refused to
sanction the Conmonweal th Games unl ess new dates are found.

Finally, Malaysia relented by delaying the opening day by a day with
the new dates fixed fromSept 11 to 21 in an attenpt to get the top stars
to grace the Kual a Lunpur Ganes.

As the country strives to be a major sporting nation, nore
i nternational events took place here. Anong them the World Motorcycle
Grand Prix, Wonen's World Squash Chanpionsip, the RML nillion Tour De
Langkawi and the soccer pre-Qd ynpic final round.

And in 1999, Malaysia will be hosting the Fornula One Race. Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad was instrunmental in getting the
event to Mal aysia. -- Bernana
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