17 JAN 1996
Mahat hi r - Pal esti ne
M SI A PREPARED TO COOPERATE | N RECONSTRUCTI ON OF PALESTI NE

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today that Malaysia has initiated efforts to help in the reconstruction of
Pal estine, and is prepared to cooperate with any parties in this endeavour.

The Prinme Mnister said Mal aysia had contributed US$5 million to a fund
for the reconstruction.

"We are prepared to cooperate with any parties to redevel op Pal estine, "
he told reporters after simultaneously |aunching the "MASSA" weekly
magazi ne published by the Utusan Group and its Utusan Ml aysia Online
service at a hotel here.

Dr Mahathir was commenting on a proposal nade by Philippine President
Fi del Ranps during a "live" dialogue via the Internet, held in conjunction
with the | aunch.

Pal estine Liberation Organisation (PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat was to
have been hooked up for a three-way dial ogue but he could not participate
because of line problens. He contacted Dr Mahathir using a cellul ar
t el ephone.

Ranps had said that "for the nmutual benefit of Ml aysia, Pal estine and
the Philippines, we in Asean shoul d seriously consider assisting in the
devel oprment of Palestine in the area of foreign investnent programme by
comm tting oursel ves".

In the dial ogue, where Ranps' witten reply was read out by programre
nmoder at or Mahadzir Lokman, the Philippine President said: "I hope that we
from Asean can do sonething to help in the peace process in the devel opnent
of Pal estine. W certainly can do sonmething in the devel opnent of
Pal estine.”

On his conversation with Arafat, Dr Mahathir said it only touched on
the problemof the Internet line which failed to be linked up with Jericho.
The Prime M nister said he apol ogised for the hitch on behalf of the

or gani sers.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir received a Gol kar del egation | ed by | ndonesi an
I nformati on M nister Harnoko at the sane venue. The Indonesian visitors
al so attended t he | aunch.

Dr Mahathir said Gol kar and Umo as well as I ndonesian and Mal aysi an
entrepreneurs coul d work together to overcome conmon probl ens.

Anpong the topics discussed was ways to increase food production in the
republic, which has a | arge popul ation, Dr Mahat hir said.

"We can cooperate to produce nore foodstuff, for exanple in |Indonesia,
so that it does not have to buy fromother countries. Now | ndonesia has to
i mport rice and other things," he said.

Replying to a question froman |Indonesian journalist, Dr Mahathir said
Mal aysi a hoped to increase trade with |Indonesi a.

"For exanple, if Indonesia is already rich and can afford to buy
Mal aysi a- made goods, we can export to Indonesia," he said. He said this
cooperation would be inplenmented as soon as possi bl e.

In his speech at the | aunching, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysi ans overseas no
| onger need to depend on the foreign nedia to | earn about devel oprments in
the country because the Mal aysi an nedi a had their own pages on Internet.

He congratul ated the Utusan Group for introducing the service and hoped
that the people would use Internet w sely. -- Bernama
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