02 DEC 1996
Zahar ah- Speci al i sts
OPEN SYSTEM TO PRODUCE MORE ENT SPECI ALI STS

KUALA LUVMPUR, Dec 2 (Bernama) -- The open training systeminpl emented
by Universiti Malaya (UM and University Kebangsaan Mal aysia (UKM earlier
this year is expected to produce nore Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)
speci al i sts or otorhinolaryngol ogi sts and hel p overconme their shortage in
the country.

Deputy Health M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said today the
open systemwhich offered | ooser pre-requisites for doctors to enrol for
training as ENT specialist had encouraged nore doctors to undertake the
specialty.

In the past, general practitioners often shy away fromenrolling for
that specialisation as universities laid out very strict requirenments for
enrol nent, she told reporters after opening the Seventh Asean
O or hi nol aryngol ogi sts - Head and Neck Congress here.

The five-day congress, organi sed by the Ml aysi an Soci ety of
Ot or hi nol aryngol ogi sts and UKM Medi cal Faculty, is being attended by about
300 head and neck surgeons from Asean countries, Hong Kong, Australia and
the United States.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is the patron of the
congr ess.

Siti Zaharah said the mnistry had given full support to the open
systemby installing nore equi pnents for ENT training in all state
hospital s and sone district hospitals.

Wth the equi pnents, the open systemensured | ocalised training which
meant that doctors did not have to be relocated to undergo training as
normal |y practised in the past, she said.

She said there were currently 90 ENT specialists in the country,

i ncludi ng 21 governnent doctors and six expatri ates.

Mal aysi a needs 300 ENT specialists to achieve the ideal ratio of one
speci al i st per 150, 000 peopl e.

Head of O orhinol aryngol ogy Department, UKM Medical Faculty, Prof Madya
Dr Abdul  ah Sani Mohaned said that the open systemhad attracted about 11
enrol ment as ENT specialists this year conpared to five |ast year before
the open systemwas i npl ement ed.

He said with Universiti Sains Ml aysia (USM adopting the sanme system
next year, nore doctors would have the chance to be trained as ENT
speci alists. -- BERNAMA
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