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Mahat hi r - opposi ti on
OPPCSI TI ON USI NG COURTS AND PARLI AMENT FOR POLI TI CAL GAI N, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, March 24 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today that opposition parties file suits in courts and table notions in
Parliament nmore for political gain than to seek justice.

Describing it as a di sease anmpbng opposition parties, the Prinme M nister
said they al ways sei zed on opportunities to gain political mleage whenever
any i ssue cropped up in the country.

"That's why we hear they want a white paper on Perwaja, want a di al ogue
about this and that. The aimis just one thing...politics," he told
reporters at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang, near here, after
sending of f Polish Prime Mnister Dr Wodzim erz C nbszew cz.

Yest erday, Attorney-General Datuk Mhtar Abdullah reninded courts to
ensure they were not nade use of by those appearing before themfor
ulterior motive or turned into a political arena by |egal practitioners
with political interests.

Asked to comment on the matter, Dr Mahathir said Umo had al ready acted
by barring its menbers fromgoing to the courts to resolve party probl ens.

"Otherwi se, the courts will not be doing anythi ng except hearing
di sput es between this person and that person apparently because their
el ection was inproper. This is a political matter and cannot be taken to
court,"” he said.

He said while the governnent strove to devel op the country, opposition
parties al ways | ooked for issues that could be used to pursue their own
political interest.

"And the courts are for themthe tool to bring up unpl easent matters,"
he added.

For instance, he said, the decision taken by the Umo Suprene Counci
| ast year that there should be no contests for the party president's and
deputy president's posts this Cctober, was taken to court by a person who
had no connection wi th Umo.

Apart fromthe courts, opposition politicians also always abused
Parliament by attenpting to table notions every tinme there were issues they
thi nk woul d benefit them the Prinme Mnister said.

The governnment could not prevent themfromtabling notions in
Parliament, but they should do so in accordance with procedures, he said.

"Soneti mes they conme and nake speeches and then | eave (the Dewan
Rakyat) without listening to what we say. This shows they use Parli anent
not to find solutions for the good of the country but nerely for poltics,"
he added. -- Bernanma
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