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ORANG ASL|I COOPERATI VE TO EXTRACT FOREST RESOQURCES

KUANTAN, Jan 3 (Bernama) -- The Pahang governnent today approved the
application of an Orang asli cooperative to extract forest resources from
346 hectares of land in Raub.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said said the Pahang branch of
Koperasi Kijang Emas Bhd woul d extract resources such as tinmber, rattan and
banboo fromthe Sungai Bel and Sungai Kelit areas in the nmuki mof Batu
Tal am whi ch have been gazetted as Orang Asli areas, he said.

This would help the Orang Asli raise their econonic standard as the
cooperative would distribute profits anong its nmenbers who are all of that
community, he told reporters here after chairing a state executive
commi ttee neeting.

Khal il said that previously there were Orang Asli who did not nake
reasonable profits fromextracting forest resources on their own because
ot her peopl e had used themto nake nobney.

He added that this was the first tine the state government had approved
an application froma cooperative to extract forest resources.

After the forest resources have been extracted, the state governnent
woul d, through Felcra, help the Orang Asli to develop the land for farning,
he sai d.

On the candidate for the Lipis parlianentary seat by-election, Khalil
who is also the state Umo |iaison commttee head, said the matter shoul d
not be raised by party nenbers now as it woul d be decided by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

The MP for Kuala Pilis, Datuk Abu Dahari Gsman, died of intestina
cancer |ast Friday. -- Bernana
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