23 NOV 1996

M SI A PLEDGES MORE | NVESTMENT | N M NDANAO

MANI LA, Nov 23 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday assured Philippine President Fidel Ranps of nore Ml aysian
i nvestnents in M ndanao now that the conflict between the Philippine
government and the Moro National Liberation Front had been resol ved.

Ranps and Mahat hir hel d di scussions here this afternoon, the details of
whi ch were issued to the Press through a statement |ater.

It said Ranbs acknow edged Dr Mahathir's renarks that the forner's
adm ni stration could now concentrate on other matters that woul d boost the
country's econom ¢ devel oprent.

Ranps al so informed Dr Mahathir that the Philippine governnent was
determ ned and sincere to talk peace with other armed groups in M ndanao,
particularly the Moro Islamc Liberation Front.

"l hope this will pave the way for nore investrments in M ndanao from
ot her Asean countries," Ranps was quoted as sayi ng.

The | eaders expressed satisfaction over the pace of their two
countries' political and economic rel ations.

They al so vowed to fast-track the devel opnment of the East Asean Growth
Area in an effort to inprove the lives of the people in the growh
corridor.

Both of them al so di scussed sone i ssues concerning the on-goi ng Asia
Paci fi c Econom ¢ Cooperation forumwhose | eaders will nmeet in Subic Bay on
Monday. -- BERNAMA
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