06 MAY 1996
Csnman- Resi gn
OSMAN AROFF SUBM TS LETTER TO QUI T AS KEDAH MB

KUALA LUMPUR, May 6 (Bernama) -- Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Gsman
Arof f has tendered his resignation fromthe post, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d t oday.

The announcement ended nont hs of specul ati on regardi ng Gsman' s
posi tion.

Dr Mahathir told reporters at Parliament House that he had yet to make
a decision on Csnan's request to step down.

"Until a decision is made (on his position), Tan Sri Gsnan will
continue as Menteri Besar," he said.

Asked whet her he accepted the resignation of Gsman who has held the
post for nmore than 10 years, he said: "I amthinking (about it)."

To anot her question on whomhe had in nind to be the next Menteri
Besar, Dr Mahathir said he had not thought about it.

Questioned further whether forner federal mnister Datuk Seri Sanusi
Junid, who was runoured to succeed OGsnman, woul d be consi dered for the post,
he said: "I'mconsidering everybody who is qualified."

Sanusi is currently the state assenbl ynan for Kuah.

Dr Mahathir said he m ght neet Barisan Nasional assenbl ynmen and Menbers
of Parlianment fromKedah to obtain their views before he decided on a new
Menteri Besar.

Last March, 22 of the 26 Kedah Umo assenbl ynen sent a nmenorandumto Dr
Mahat hir urging the retention of Gsnan as the Menteri Besar. They al so
obj ected to Sanusi as the successor should Dr Mahat hir decide to appoint a
new Menteri Baru.

Meanwhile, in Alor Setar, reporters who went to Gsnan's residence at
Lorong Menteri Satu, Jalan Sultanah, to seek his coments failed to neet
hi m

A policeman at the guardhouse agreed to enter the house to inform Gsman
about the presence of the reporters but he returned soon after to say the
Menteri Besar was "unwel | ".

"He's not feeling well. He has a headache and has taken nedication,”

t he policeman said.

Dr Mahathir, who was asked whet her Gsnman gave any reason for tendering
his resignation, said: "Don't know Maybe he's tired ... physically tired."
Asked when Osman subnitted his resignation letter, the Prime Mnister
said he did not | ook at the date but added: "He sent (it) a long tine ago."
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