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OSMAN SAYS PM DI RECTED H M TO RESI GN

ALOR SETAR, May 7 (Bernamm) -- Tan Sri OGsnan Aroff said today he
tendered his resignation as Menteri Besar on the directive of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

"I only wish to say | sent in ny resignation letter to the Prine
M ni st er because he asked ne do so,"” Gsman told reporters who waited to
i nterview hi moutside the conpound of his residence at Lorong Menteri 1
here.

However, he declined to state the date when he subnitted the letter
except that it was handed over several nonths ago.

Asked when Dr Mahathir asked himto submt his resignation letter,
Csman said: "Also a long tinme ago."

He said he had discussed the matter with Dr Mahathir and, if necessary,
he woul d neet the Prime M nister again.

Asked on the date his resignation would take effect, Osman said it
coul d not be determ ned as yet.

"l don't know what the Prime Mnister intends to do next ... he had
just nade the announcenent yesterday, so | amonly confirm ng what he said.

"As to what will happen, | don't know. "

Questioned whet her he had expected Dr Mahathir woul d announce his
resignation yesterday, Gsnan said he did not.

"It came as a surprise to me ... there were no indications he woul d
announce, " he added.

Dr Mahat hir made the di scl osure when he was asked by reporters at
Parliament House after he had tabled the Seventh Ml aysia Pl an.

OGsman said if necessary, he would have a neeting with Kedah Ummo
menbers to explain his action.

Asked about his future plans, he said: "I amstill the Menteri Besar,
so | have to carry out the duties of the Menteri Besar."

On his position as the assenblyman for Jitra, Osman said he had not
t hought about the matter.

"About that, | don't know. | only did ny resignation letter as
requested by the Prime Mnister.

"I don't know what will be his decision. So, wait for the decision ..
| cannot junmp the gun,” he said.

Gsman was al so asked whet her he would contest for a seat in the Umo
Supr ene Counci |

He said he had already submitted his registration formto offer hinself
as a candidate in the council election.

Gsman had publicly stated after the 1995 general el ection when
specul ati ons began about his position as Menteri Besar that he would step
down if requested to do so by the Prime Mnister.

He al so said he would conply with any decision of the | eadership

Gsman was appoi nted the fourth Kedah Menteri Besar on Jan 28, 1985.

He is the | ongest-serving assenblyman in the state, having represented
the Jitra constituency since 1969. -- BERNANVA
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