26 MAR 1996
Mahat hi r - hol i day
M SI A AND NEW ZEALAND SEAL YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAMVE

VEELLI NGTON, March 26 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and New Zeal and t oday
concl uded a speci al agreenent providing for a unique programe of youth
exchange which is expected to hel p enhance understandi ng between the
peopl es of the two countries.

The nenorandum of understandi ng (MU on the “Wirki ng Hol i day
Arrangenent' was signed by Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
and the New Zeal and Deputy Prinme Mnister and Mnister of Foreign Affairs
and Trade, Don MKi nnon.

The agreenment provides for young Mal aysi ans and New Zeal anders bet ween
the ages of 18 and 30 to holiday in each other's country for up to six
nmont hs and while there to engage in enploynent to supplement their travel
expenses.

Thi s programe was nmooted by Prinme M nister Ji mBol ger when he visited
Mal aysia in 1994,

The agreenment was one of four signed here in conjunction with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mahamad's four-day official visit here
begi nni ng t oday.

Dr Mahathir, who wi tnessed the signing of the agreenents with Bol ger at
Parliament House, |later said Malaysia fully supported Bolger's idea and
hoped that the progranme could be inplenmented as soon as possi bl e.

The three ot her docunents signed were on educati on cooperation, defence
and assi stance from TV New Zeal and (TVNZ) to Radi o Tel evi syen Mal aysi a
(RTM .

The education cooperation MoUis to facilitate the devel opnent of
contacts and cooperation between educational institutions in both countries
and covers such matters as the twi nning programes of universities and the
recognition of degrees.

It was signed by Najib and his counterpart Watt Creech.

The defence cooperation arrangenent was signed by Defence Mnistry
Secretary-Ceneral Datuk Azi zan Hussai n and New Zeal and Def ence Secretary
Geral d Hensl ey.

Under the arrangenent, a Mal aysi a- New Zeal and Def ence Coordi nati ng
Goup is to be set up to look after all ongoing activities.

The two countries have | ong-standi ng cooperation in defence matters,
both being partners in the Five Power Defence Arrangenent (FPDA) together
with Britain, Australia and Singapore.

The MbU on broadcasting signed by Information Mnistry
Secretary-General Datuk Zawawi Mahnuddi n and TVNZ chai rman Norrman Geary i s
to get TVNZ to help RTMin playing the role of host broadcaster for the
1998 Commonweal th Ganes in Kual a Lunpur. -- Bernama
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