06 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Yout h
H GH LEVEL PANEL TO TACKLE SOCI AL PROBLEMS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 6 (Bernamm) -- The Government will set up a
hi gh-1evel committee to formul ate policies and strategi es for enhancing
social and fam |y devel opnent, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad sai d today

This to hel p overcone social problens that can inpair the noral fabric
of future generations, he said when tabling the Seventh Ml aysia Plan (7MP)
in the Dewan Rakyat.

Dr Mahathir said rapid industrialisation and urbani sation have resulted
in an increase in the occurence of negative social behaviour such as dadah
addi ction, child abuse, loafing, juvenile delinquencies and unheal t hy
lifestyles.

And t hese, he added, inposed strains on the famly unit.

Apart fromestablishing the conmttee, Dr Mahathir said institutiona
support woul d also be reviewed to provide greater focus and coordi nati on of
preventive and rehabil ative programmes for target groups such as children,
yout hs and parents.

On yout h devel oprrent, which will one of the trusts of the 7MP, the
Prime M nister said the enphasis woul d be on devel opi hg a generati on of
yout hs who are not only educated and skilled but also i mbued with high
nmoral qualities.

The Rakan Muda Programre will continue to be inplenented by the
CGovernnent in cooperation with the private sector including
non- gover nent al organi sati ons, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the National Youth Policy would be reviewed to focus
on youths, particularly problemyouths and those who are unenpl oyed with
the ai mof devel oping theminto productive and good citizens.

On efforts to pronote the devel opnent of a caring society, he said
enpl oyers woul d be encouraged to provide facilities such as creches and
nurseries in view of the increasing nunber of working nothers.

Fl exi bl e wor ki ng hours and the option of working at home will also have
to be considered to attract greater participation of wonen in workforce, he
added.
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