23 MAR 1996
Ham d- Tai wan
PARTI ES TO CHI NA- TAl WAN CRI SI' S MJUST MEET, SAYS SYED HAM D

KOTA BAHARU, March 23 (Bernamm) -- All parties involved in the
Chi na- Tai wan crisis nust resolve the problemthrough di scussions so as not
to jeopardi se peace in the region, Defence Mnister Datuk Syed Ham d Al bar
sai d.

He said international crisis should not be resol ved through the display
of mlitary m ght.

"The best way is through discussion, and the United States, China and
Tai wan coul d defuse tension in the region if they could cone to this," he
told reporters after opening a five-day entrepreneurship course for
ex-servi cenen here.

Syed Hami d said there was no probl em which could not be resol ved
t hr ough negot ati ons and di scussi ons.

"I believe China, United States and Taiwan are interested in finding
solution to the problemand the best way is to stop and avoid aggressive
di pl omacy which could | ead uncertainties," he said.

He said Wsrma Putra and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhaned
had expressed the governnment's view of wanting to see the problemresol ved
t hrough di al ogue and the country's view was usual ly respect ed.

Syed Hanid al so said the ministry was studying the possibility of
allowing fulltime nmenbers of the territorial army Askar Watani ah as well as
former British Army personnel serving in the then Mal aya to enj oy Perhebat
facilities |ike other regular armed forces personnel.

He said they all served for the country and their services should be
appr eci at ed.

About 15,000 Askar Watani ah nenbers had been absorbed as fulltine
menbers while the nunber of former British Arny soldiers was small, he
sai d. --Bernana
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