02 AUG 1996
M C Assenbl y
M C TURNS 50, PARTY SET FOR MAJOR CHANGES

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 2 (Bernamm) -- The delegates to the 43rd M C genera
assenbly tonorrow are expected to approve the | ong-overdue anmendnment to the
party constitution to have the M C president elected by them

It will be a |landmark decision as the MC celebrates it's 50th
anni versary t onorrow.

M C vi ce-presi dent Datuk M Mahalingam said today the tine had cone for
the del egates to elect the party president instead of the branch conmttee
nenbers.

"The change is in line with the decision of the Central Wrking
Conmittee (CWC) and all should welcone it," he said in an interview here.

Wth the anendnment, the president will be elected together with the
deputy president, three vice-presidents and 23 CAC nenbers by the del egates
at next year's assenbly.

The del egates are al so expected to approve anot her anmendnent to the
constitution to open the party to |ife nenmbership for a RMLOO fee. This
nmove is simlar to the one adopted by ot her Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent
parties.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will open the assenbly at
the Putra World Trade Centre. Mdre than 3,000 party officials and nmenbers
will attend the two-day assenbly.

A grand dinner will also be held tonorrowto mark the party's 50th
anni versary.

Mahal i ngam said the M C woul d al so honour 30 party veterans for their
services to the party.

However, the new M C | ogo woul d not be unveiled tonorrow, he added.

Mahal i ngamwho is the Health Mnistry Parlianentary Secretary, said the
M C had conme a |l ong way since its inception half-a-century ago.

"The people who were involved in the MC during the early stage woul d
not have envisioned the party as it is now," he said.

He said that under the | eadership of Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu, the MC
had progressed in the econom ¢ and educational fields.

Among its major achi evenents was Mii ka Hol di ngs Berhad, the party's
investnent arm In education, the MC, through the Maju Institute of
Educati onal Devel opnent, had established the Tafe Coll ege. A nedica
college is also in the pipeline.

"We al so have nore professionals within the ranks of the party and nore
young peopl e are showi ng interest to becone nenbers,” he said, adding that
the M C was no |longer |abelled as a "chair-throw ng" party.

"W have matured and this is because of the president's far-sighted
vision," he added. -- BERNANVA
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