6 JAN 1996
Annuar - school
PAS SAI D TO BE BLOCKI NG FI NANCI AL ASS|I STANCE TO A RELI G QUS SCHOOL

KOTA BAHARU, Jan 6 (Bernamm) -- The Kel antan governnent is said to be
bl ocki ng RMB0OO, 000 assi stance fromthe federal governnent to a religious
school here, a nmove which coul d spark anot her controversy between them

As a result, Rural Devel opnment M nister Datuk Annuar Misa coul d not
hand over the assistance to Sekol ah Agama Tanjung Pagar, Pasir Puteh, a
religous school which is in bad shape.

"I"ve asked for a report fromthe Federal Devel opnment Departnent (JPP)
on the matter. 1'd also like to see the letter said to be sent to the
deparmt nent by certain parties disallow ng such fiancial aid," he told
reporters here today.

He said the school was supposed to be the first of several religious
schools in the state to receive help fromthe federal governnment to upgrade
facilities and make the school safer for the students.

"Actually, we're not obliged to help the schools as it cones under the
jurisdiction of the state governnment. The federal governnment's offer is in
the interest of religious education," he added.

He said the matter woul d be reported to the cabi net and discussed with
Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak for appropriate action.

The assi stance programe, approved by the cabinet in October |ast year
and received the support of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.
It was al so agreed that assistance be channelled t hrough JPP.

"We feel sad over the attitude of the state government but we'll not
act to stop assistance. I'll wite to the state governnent," he said.

Annuar regretted that such a thing coul d happened, nore so when it
i nvol ved the interest of the school and students.

"We shoul d aside political differences. W should not allow schools to
be in bad shape,"” he said.

He advi sed the PAS-led state government to adopt an open attitude for
the comon interest. --BERNAVA



	PAS SAID TO BE BLOCKING FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO A RELIGIOUS SCHOOL (Bernama 05/01/1996)

