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PAULI NE HANSON HI TS BACK AT DR MAHATHI R

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Dec 1 (Bernama) -- |ndependent MP Paul i ne Hanson toni ght
took issue with Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad over the race debate saying
that the Malaysian Prinme Mnister was "tal ki ng through his hat".

Hanson, who Dr Mahathir said in Jakarta on Saturday was "a little bit
nmoroni ¢c* told Channel 7 Network news in Brisbane: "Until Mhathir cleans up
hi s own backyard and starts treating Chinese and Indi an Mal aysi ans as first
class citizens, then and only then will | have some respect for what he has
to say."

When asked after an infornmal neeting of Asean | eaders in Jakarta if the
group woul d take any action over the Australian race debate, Dr Mahathir
said: "I don't want to get involved in such statenents by sonmeone who is a
little bit noronic.

"We think it was started by a person of no consequence who has probably
never seen ot her peopl e behave nicely towards her so she nakes these nasty
comments. "

In her nmmiden speech in Parlianent about two nonths ago, Hanson who
represents the electorate of Oxley just outside Brisbane, called for a
review of inmmgration progranmes and cl ai med Australia was at risk of being
swanped by Asians, sparking a national and international deabte about
raci al tol erance.

Meanwhi | e, Federal Immigration Mnister Philip Ruddock said on Channe
Ten Network's Meet the Press programme that Australian raci smcould danmage
efforts to entice business nmigrants and fee-paying students to Australi a.

"I accept that at face value, the sort of debate we've had can be
count er productive, " he said.

"But there is no hard evidence at this stage that woul d suggest that
what has occurred has had a significant inpact in the nunbers of people
seeking to access Australia,"” he said.

On the Channel Ni ne Network's Business Sunday programme, one of
Australia' s | eadi ng busi nesman, News Ltd Australian chairman Ken Cow ey
said Prime Mnister John Howard shoul d have spoken out nore strongly to
stop the debate.

Opposition | eader KimBeazl ey said Howard was pl aying footsie with the
i ssue. -- BERNAMA
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