26 FEB 1996
PBS- Anrendmnent
PBS AGAI NST AMENDIVENT TO SABAH CONSTI TUTI ON

TAWAU, Feb 26 (Bernamm) -- The opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) is
strongly agai nst the proposal to anend the Sabah Constitution to curtai
the admi nistrative powers of the Chief Mnister.

PBS president Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan, who was Chief Mnister for
nine years until 1994, said the party would take the matter to the
International Court of Justice if the state constitution was anended.

He was commenting on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
statement on Saturday that the state constitution and state | aws woul d be
anmended to curtail the administrative powers of the Chief Mnister of
Sabah, who had nore clout than Chief Mnisters or Menteris Besar of other
st at es.

Pairin told reporters here that the Prinme Mnister's announcenent
regardi ng the proposed anendnents showed t hat the Federal Government was
trying to change the state | aws.

He al so supported the nove by Sabah Unmo in opposing the two-year
rotation systemfor the post of the state's Chief Mnister. "Mtters
regarding the state's adninistration, especially the appoi ntnent of the
Chi ef Mnister, should be decided by the people of Sabah thensel ves," he
sai d.

Meanwhile, in a statenent issued in Kota Ki nabal u, PBS deputy president
Dr Maximus Ongkili said the proposal, if inplenented, was a serious
encroachnent and interference in the affairs of the state as well as
contraverning the spirit of the Ml aysi a Agreenent under which Sabah becane
part of Mal aysi a.

"Powers of the Chief Mnister as enshrined in the state constitution
and | aws are an integral part of the Mal aysia Agreenent and, therefore,
cannot sinply be taken away by any party,"” he said.

He added: "External actions of such nature will be viewed by the people
as plain political encroachnent and interference in the affairs of the
state and its people. Such actions and subsequent reactions will not
pronote territorial integration and unity."

Chief Mnister Datuk Salleh Said Keruak said yesterday that the
proposed anendnents concerned the adm nistrative powers of the Chief
M nister as well as tightening control against irregularities, and they did
not touch on the state's rights. -- BERNAMA
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