24 MAR 1996
PDS- Congr ess
PDS WANTS ALTERNATI VE TO ROTATI ON OF CM S POST

KUNDASANG, Sabah, March 24 (Bernamm) -- Parti Denokrati k Sabah (PDS)
today resolved that an alternative be found if the proposal to rotate the
Chief Mnister's post anobng the state's three nmajor conmuniti es does not
materi ali se

A resolution to this effect was approved by the PDS Second Congress at
t he Dewan Ki nabal u, Taman Negara, here. It was opened by PDS President
Dat uk Ber nard Donpok.

In the resolution the PDS, one of the eight conponents of the Sabah
Bari san Nasi onal , al so wanted posts and opportunities to be fairly
di stributed anong the various conmunities in the state.

The PDS wanted the 4:4:2 quota to be inplenented in all aspects such as
in the award of schol arshi ps, jobs and opportuniti es.

Forty per cent of all posts and opportunities should be reserved for
Musl i m Bumi put eras, anot her 40 per cent for non-MislimBum puteras and the
remai ni ng 20 per cent for non-Bum puteras in the state.

The PDS al so resolved to | eave the issue of the rotation of the Chief
M nister's post to BN Chairnman and Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad for a final decision.

During the February 1994 state el ection canpaign , the Prime M nister
pl edged to rotate the Chief Mnister's post anbng the political |eaders of
the three main conmunities in Sabah every two years if the BN won t he
el ecti on.

Dr Mahathir recently postponed the inplenmentation of the rotation
systemuntil anmendments were nmade to the Sabah Constitution to reduce the
Chief Mnister's powers.

The PDS congress supported the anmendments to the constitution and the
relevant laws to reduce the Chief Mnister's powers and further streamine
the state's admini strati on.

The del egates taking part in the debate at the PDS congress wanted the
anmendrments to be effected wi thout abolishing the special privileges of
Sabah and Sarawak in the Federation of Ml aysia. -- BERNAMA
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