19 DEC 1996
M suari - Di pl omacy
M SUARI TO USE " PERSUASI VE | SLAM C DI PLOVACY" TO PROMOTE PEACE

PETALI NG JAYA, Dec 19 (Bernama) -- Nur M suari vowed today to use what
he calls "persuasive Islamc diplonmacy” to get Muslimfactions not aligned
to his Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) to help inplenent the Sept 2
peace agreenent that ended 25 years of arnmed conflict in the southern
Phi | i ppi nes.

M suari, who was el ected governor of the Autononous Regi on of Muslim
M ndanao (ARRM follow ng the historic peace accord between the M\LF and
the Manila governnent, said his Islamc diplonmacy woul d be "nore powerful
than the nost powerful guns in the Philippine arsenal".

"We can find the formula through |slamand not through arms. This is
al ready worki ng and M ndanao is now rel atively nore peaceful than ever
before," he told a luncheon talk at the Institute of D plonmacy and Foreign
Rel ati ons here.

M suari, who is here with a 20-nenber del egati on to woo Mal aysi an
investors to help in the reconstructi on of M ndanao, dismi ssed suggestions
t hat squabbl es anbng the Muslimfactions thensel ves -- and not between the
Muslimand Christian groups -- could turn the region into another
Af ghani st an

"I assure you that this will never happen. Yes, the past and present
| eaders of factions which governed Afghanistan are all ny friends. But we
have different nmentality," said the former university professor who
delivered a polished 90-minute off-the-cuff |ecture on the political and
security situation in M ndanao.

Al so present were Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and
Chi ef of Armed Forces Jen Tan Sri |Ismail QOmar

M suari said while a pernmanent and durabl e peace was pivotal for theecononic
reconstruction of Mndanao, it was equally inportant that the
econom ¢ divi dends of peace be seen quickly by the M ndanao peopl e.

H s week-1ong Mal aysian visit, he said, was mainly to seek help to get
the essential infrastructure projects started so as to revive econom ¢
activities and thus reduce the socio-political strains in a region where
such deprivations had caused the conflict in the first place.

M suari said he always knew that he could count on "ny Ml aysi an
brothers” in this hour of need, adding that he was nost encouraged by
assurances of assistance in whatever ways possible for M ndanao comi ng from
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his deputy Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m

"Peace is a neans to another end -- that of econom c devel opnent," he
sai d.

M ndanao badly needs roads, airports, seaports, schools, hospitals and
housing to inprove its econony as well as for "our people to partake in the
bounti es that we have".

"Already we have been signing so many MUs (nenoranda of
under st andi ng), including with Ml aysi an conpani es whi ch want to invest
there," he said.

He told the | uncheon guests, who were mainly serving and retired
di pl omats, that investors putting their noney in M ndanao were in for sone
exciting tines because the region is rich in gold, nickel, petroleum and
gas.

The petrol eum deposits are estinmated at billions of barrels while five
trillion cubic feet of natural gas have been found in M ndanao, which has



30 million people including six mllion Mislinms.

"Normally, | was told, oil would be discovered after drilling between
7,000 and 12,000 feet but in Mndanao this black gold was found at 4,000
feet. So the econom c prospects are i needed very bright," he said.

He said Petronas, Malaysia's national oil corporation, had indicated it
was keen to prospect for oil in the area.

Duri ng the question and answer session, Msuari was asked what nade him
finally decide to sign the peace accord, and whether it had anything to do
with the offer of the governor's post.

"G ve peace a chance,” was his quick reply. But he added that the ARRM
was only an interimnmechanismlasting for two-and-a-half years, while the
Tripoli Agreenent signed in the early 1980s which provided for self-rule in
t he aut ononpbus Muslim M ndanao was still intact and woul d eventual ly be
inmplemented in letter and spirit.

Gving credit to the | eadership of Philippines President Fidel Ranos,
he said the timng was right for the peace agreenent because not to have
done so could lead to a total collapse of the peace process and to war.

As he put it: "OF course, we on our part had to nmake certain little
concessions fromour original demands. But | strongly believe that we wll
nmore than make up for in other ways for the people in the 14 of the 24
provi nces in M ndanao that are under our jurisdiction." -- BERNAMVA

AU CTL



	MISUARI TO USE "PERSUASIVE ISLAMIC DIPLOMACY" TO PROMOTE PEACE (Bernama 19/12/1996)

