27 MAR 1996
MP - Menteri Besar
Pl CK A CANDI DATE WHO W LL NOT DESTABI LI SE KEDAH UWNO- MPs

KUALA LUMPUR, March 27 (Bernama) -- Nine Barisan Nasional Menbers of
Parliament from Kedah, eight of whomare Umo Division heads in the state,
want Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir to make changes which will not
affect Umo's stability in the state if he intends to change the present
Menteri Besar.

The Menber of Parliament for Kual a Kedah, Datuk Zakaria Said, who acted
as the MPs' spokesnman said today they acknow edged that the appoi ntment of
t he Kedah Menteri Besar was the sole right of Dr Mahathir as Prine
M ni ster, Umo President and BN Chair man.

"Nevertheless if the Ri ght Honourable Prime M nister/Umo President /BN
Chai rman proposed to make changes |l et not such changes affect Umo's
political stability in Kedah," he told a news conference at Parlianent
House here.

Zakaria, who is also Deputy Chairman of the Kedah Umo Liai son
Commi ttee and head of the Kual a Kedah Umo Division, said all nine MPs
di scussed anpng thensel ves the i ssue of Kedah Menteri Besar this norning.

Apart fromhim the others who attended the neeting were Dat uk Abdul
Kadi r Shei kh Fadzir (Kulin Bandar Baru), Datuk Dr Affifuddin Qrar (Padang
Terap), Datuk O hnman Abdul (Pendang), Datuk Hanafi Rami (Jerlun), Datuk
Badruddin Amrul din (Yan), Datuk Abu Bakar Taib (Langkawi ), |brahim
Must af fa (Sungai Petani) and Wan Hanafiah Mat Saman (Pokok Sena).

Al'l but Wan Hanafiah, are Umo Division heads in their respective
Parliamentary constituenci es. Wan Hanafiah is the Vice-head of the Pokok
Sena Ummo Di vi si on.

Kedah MPs who did not attend the nmeeting were Dr Mahat hir (Kubang
Pasu), Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n ( Merbok), Datuk Dr Abdul Hanmid Gsman (Si k) and
Raja Datuk Ariffin Raja Sulai man (Baling).

Dr Mahathir is on an official visit to New Zeal and, Dr Abdul Hami d was
away in KL to attend the Cabinet neeting, Raja Ariffin had official duties
to attend to and Dai mcould not be contacted as the neeting was an
i npronmptu affair.

Two ot her Menbers of Parlianent from Kedah are Chor Chee Heung (Al or
Setar) and LimLay Hoon (Padang Serai). Both are fromthe MCA

Zakaria said the neeting al so unani nously reiterated its loyalty to Dr
Mahathir as Prinme Mnister, Umo President and BN Chairman, which was first
made on Sept 16 | ast year.

The Sept 16 neeting was attended by Dr Mahathir, all senators, Menbers
of Parlianent and state assenbl ynen from Kedah, when the i ssue of the Kedah
Menteri Besar was then hotly tal ked about.

Zakaria, said today's neeting al so expressed unani nous support for Dr
Mahat hir in deciding on the question of Kedah Menteri Besar.

"On the question of Kedah Menteri Besar, we give the full mandate to
the Prime Mnister, Umo President and BN Chairman to make a decision," he
sai d.

Asked who they thought was the candi date who woul d not jeopardi se Kedah
politics, Zakaraia said Dr Mahathir in his wi sdomwoul d know who was the
nost el igi bl e.

Asked if they would support former Agriculture M nister Datuk Seri
Sanusi Junid as Menteri Besar of Kedah if he was the Prime Mnister's
choice, Dr Mahathir said : "Anyone we'll support. W believe that the
| eadership is very wise."



Zakaria said no one pressured theminto hol ding the neeting but was on
thier own realisation to correct a situation which had been incorrect
earlier. -- BERNAMA
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