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Mahat hi r - Bakun
PLEASE M ND YOUR OWN BUSI NESS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

KAPI T, Sarawak, March 16 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad sai d today the so-call ed western environnental i sts opposed
to the Bakun hydro-electricity project want Mal aysia and its people to
remai n backwar d.

They were not actually environnentalists but people acting for vested
econom c interests in western countries which did not want Mal aysia to
conmpete with their progress, he said.

Dr Mahat hir was addressing sone 2,000 residents of Bakun at the
hydro-el ectricity project site about 180kmnorth of here.

"Mal aysia wants to develop and | say to the so called
environnmental i sts. nmind your own business," he said.

The Prime M nister presided at a synbolic rock blasting cerenony to
signify startt of work on three tunnels to divert the waters of the Sunga
Bal ui and clear the area for the building to the Bakun Dam whi ch woul d
produce 2,400 negawatts of power.

The RML5 billion project would however subnerge the upper reaches of
the Sungai Balui for the creation of the reservoir and sone 9,000 peopl e
living there had been resettl ed el sewhere.

"W are not destroying, we are building," he said referring to the
Bakun Dam

The Prime M nister pointed out that the hydro nethod had been | ong used
in the Wst to produce cheap power and as a result western countries had
becone devel oped.

However when countries |ike Ml aysia wanted to i npl enent such projects,
groups with vested interests cl oaked as environnentalists oppose and reject
such programes, Dr Mahat hir said.

"If they want to reject, reject your own hydro power projects first,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent was inplementing the Bakun hydro power
project to bring progress to the local people particularly those in Bakun
"We want themto change their old ways and adopt the new lifestyle,"”

the Prime M nister said.

The | ocal people nostly fromthe Kenyah and Kayan comunities affected
by the Bakun project stayed in | ong houses and practised shifting
cultivation.

The Prinme M nister wondered al oud as to why the so called
environmental i sts wanted the | ocal people to remain in |oin clothes and
practise shifting cultivation.

"Why do they want the Penans to retain the old way of life while the
West erners thensel ves change and progress. |If they think that the jungle
life is very good, why don't they return to the primtive age thensel ves
when they stayed in caves," he said.

"l am anmazed that there are Ml aysi ans who share the thinking of the so
called environnentalists,"” Dr Mahathir said.

"I hope that the people realise that the so called environnentalists
have cone here not to help us but to bury us in Bakun soil so that we'l]l
never get to rise up," he added.

Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahnud said the
governnent had undertaken a val uati on exerci se of the area and the affected
peopl e woul d be given fair conpensation.

The Prime Mnister's wife Datin Seri Siti Hasmah and the Chief



Mnister's wife Puan Sri Laila were anpong the dignitaries present.
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