14 OCT 1996
Chee Khoon-Tri bute
PM AND GOVT LEADERS PAY TRl BUTE TO TAN CHEE KHOON

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 14 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today | ed many governnent |eaders in paying tribute to "M
Qpposition" Tan Sri Dr Tan Chee Khoon who di ed yesterday after a | ong
illness.

Dr Tan, 77, who was a nenber of Parliament for al nost two decades,
| eaves his wife Puan Sri Liew Foong Ying, 74, three sons and three
daught ers.

His funeral service will be held at Wesley Methodi st Church in Cheras
at about 10. 30am on Wednesday.

Dr Mahathir arrived at the late Dr Tan's house at Persiaran Madge, Of
Jal an U Thant, at about 11.15am and spent about 10 ninutes there.

Earlier, speaking to reporters after opening the Ml aysia Design
Conference '96, Dr Mahathir said he was saddened by the death.

He said the governnment valued the role of Dr Tan who spoke out agai nst
weaknesses, irregularities and errors in the governnent adm nistration.

"If a governnent is not criticised, | amsure it will commt wongs,
and that was the role of Dr Tan Chee Khoon," he said.

For that service to the nation, he said, Dr Tan was conferred the
Panglima Setia Mahkota with the title of Tan Sri after he retired from
politics.

Dr Mahathir said the recognition accorded Dr Tan did not nean that al
opposition nmenbers had his qualities.

"Al'l others just opposed, w thout any basis, but Dr Tan played his role
wel |l and we value that role. W share the sadness of his fanmily which has
|l ost a | oved one," he said.

Transport M nister and MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, who
also visited Dr Tan's house to pay his last respects, said the country has
lost an illustrious and nobl e person.

"Tan Sri was a shining exanple of honesty and political courage.

Al t hough he was in the opposition, he was well respected by everybody,"
said Dr Ling.

Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee said Dr Tan set an exanple to
the opposition as to what they should and coul d be.

He described Dr Tan as one of the greatest |eaders in Ml aysia and
considered it a unique case as Dr Tan was fromthe opposition.

Deputy Home M nister Ong Ka Ting said he admred Dr Tan for his firm
stand on the causes he believed in and for chanpi oni ng the underdogs.

He hoped the spirit of Dr Tan's political struggle and the qualities of
hi s | eadershi p woul d becone nodel s for the younger generation.

O hers who called at Dr Tan's house included Hunman Resources M ni ster
Dat uk Li m Ah Lek, Housing and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew
Peh, Deputy Finance M nister Datuk Wng See Wah, Deputy M nister of
Culture, Arts and Tourism Datuk Teng Gai k Kwan and Donestic Trade and
Consurer Affairs Parlianentary Secretary Datuk Tan Chai Ho.

Former Information Mnister Tan Sri Shariff Ahmad and forner Senate
President Tun Omar Yoke Lin Ong also visited the fanmily to pay their
respects.
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